
While basic authority has been weakened in
most areas of society over recent decades,
quality of life has not been enhanced thereby.
Many perplexing problems can quickly be
solved through restoration of this viable
Biblical principle. Read this article carefully
and understand this eternal truth.
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o What does the term "headship" mean?
o Should a woman wear a head covering at all times?

. How about a man-should his head be covered
while he worships the Almighty?

. Is Paul referring to a woman's hair as
a covering in 1 Corinthians lL?

o What importance does the teaching of headship
have in contemporary worship?

If these and other similar questions regarding
1 Corinthians 11 have puzzled you, be sure to
read this article carefully for the answers taken
directly from the pages of the inspired Scriptures.

Many problems besetting our
modern world could be solved by
returning to the sacred Scrip-
tures to find solutions that have
stood the test of time. Mankind
appears to desire changes in the
world but such changes are not
always for the best. Such is the
case with the relationship
between individuals comprising
the human family.

The Bible teaches a way of
life. It offers a corpus of instruc-
tions to the human family that
will lead them toward a reward-
ing life of fulfillment. Blessings

Jacob

for obedience can be reaped by
those who follow these instruc-
tions, whereas punishment will
be meted out to the disobedient
and their lives will not become
fruitful. This rule applies consis-
tently throughout the Bible.
Even the "least of the command-
ments" (as designated by man's
interpretation) are often among
the most necessary to ensure
success in life. Many times one

of those least commandments,
thought to be unnecessary or
merely applicable to something
physical, becomes just as impor-
tant as those we tend to elevate
to an exalted position.

Atl of the commandments of
Yahweh are given to us for our
good. His Word makes this fact
quite clear. "And Yahweh has
eorrtm,anded us to do all these
statutes, to fear Yahweh our
Eloh,im, for our good alwals,
that he might preserue us
aliu€t as at this day. And it
shall be righteousness to us,



if we obeerae to do oll this
eorntnandment before Yahweh
our Elohim, as he has cont-
tnanded u,s." (D euteronomy
6:24-25) This scriptural passage
(as well as many others) declares
that the keeping of the command-
ments of Yahweh is not a yoke of
bondage as most of us were Ied to
believe at one time in our lives,
but it is a law of liberty that
frees us from the punishment of
sin. Yahweh's laws comprise a
body of in structions given to
mankind for our good and keep-
ing them will procure a blessing
for those who are obedient.

When someone realizes that
the entire volume of Scripture
from Genesis to Revelation can
be harmoniz€d, he discovers a
much different faith emerges
than he had previously held. He
finds that doctrines different
from what he had been taught
come forth from studying the
Word of Yahweh. The repentant
one who is being called volun-
teers to be obedient to whatever
the Bible teaches. The instruc-
tions in the Bible become a gurde
in the life of the individual by
leading him into a certain WAY
OF LIFE. The humble individ-
ual seeks to please the Heavenly
Father by becomirrg obedient to
all of the instructions he finds in
the Word, rather than seeking to
explain away any portion of the
Bible with which he could be in
disagreement.

The Holy Spirit leads the indi-
vidual member of the Assemblies
of Yahweh toward the end goal
of becoming one in a cohesive
unit in sound doctrine. The
people of Yahweh will be com-
pletely unified in doctrine
because they follow the guid-
ance of the Holy Spirit in their
midst, which leads and guides us
into all truth. Worldly religious
organizations occasionally reject
doctrines that are thought to be
insignificant, but in reality are
indeed important in their olvn

right. Let us examine one of
these doctrines.

Bible Teaehes
Organization and

Goaernntgnf--a Bo,sic
Seriptural Teaching!
The Bible teaches a system of

headship. This means that the
inspired Scriptures has insti-
tuted a system of government or
organization for the assembly
and for the family. It will ulti-
mately be employed universally
among the nations when the
Kingdom of Yahweh government
rules over this entire world.

Our modern world today is
beset by a spirit of rebellion
against the system that has
guided it for many centuries.
Young people today are scrutin-
izing every area of the life into
which they were born. Many
times they display an obvious
bias in their criticism again st
segments of the system that are
actually good. This age of revolu-
tion has conceived some rather
drastic reversals from past con-
cepts. Perhaps some of these
changes were motivated simply
by the intention to attack all
concepts that have guided our
society, regardless of what they
have accomplished in the past. A
common attitude is expressed by
the slogan, "Question authority."

The system of government
that the Bible teaches as a
model for the human family is
very simple and has been sum-
marized quite appropriately by
the Apostle PauI in 1 Corinthi-
ans 11. In this passage we are
brought to the realization that if
the world is to achieve an era of
happiness, stability and produc-
tivity, it must be regulated by
the inspired instructions of our
Heavenly Father Yahweh.

One might think that these
are a new set of rules to super-
cede the Old Testament com-
mandments, but a close scrutiny

wiII reveal that PauI is merely
summari zing what had previ-
ously been taught by the Word
of Yahweh. Yahweh does not
change (Malachi 3:6).

History has proven most con-
clusively that when good govern-
ment guides a nation its citizens
may enjoy the benefits of life at
its best. Understanding the bibli-
cal system of headship which
was established by the Heavenly
Father will assist us in solving
many of the puzzling aspects of
interpreting the meaning of 1

Corinthians chapter 11.
Some people may find this

passage perplexing or even con-
tradictory, but our study wiII
reveal that this is not the case.
One of the alleged contradictions
has led various religious groups
to disagree on the subject of
whether a woman should have
her head covered for worship,
which is discussed in chapter 11.
Let us learn what is meant by
Paul's discourse.

Problems in Corinth
The new assembly that Paul

was planting at Corinth is a
model for us to study in our day
so that we may avoid similar pit-
falls to those that they encoun-
tered. This was an assembly
which consisted of people from a
variety of ethnic backgrounds.
They had evidently failed to
cleanse their minds completely
of past religious doctrines they
had held, and as a consequence,
had developed a somewhat f"ag-
mented attitude. One side con-
tended for one teaching on a
subject, while another faction
insisted upon holding an oppo-
site view. This may be easily
determined from reading the
first chapter of 1 Corinthians,
wherein Pauls laments the fact
that divisions existed among the
members of the assembly. There
must be complete unity within
the Assembly, Paul insists.



H e exhorts them, "Now I
beseeeh !out brethren,
through the natne of Sot)et-
eign Yahahua the Messiah,
that you all speak the satne
thing, and that there be no
diaisions atnong you; but that
you be perfeeted together in
the satne mind and in the
sa,rne judgtnent." (f Corinthi-
ans 1:13) This exhortation sets
the theme for the entire letter to
the assembly which follows.

Paul additionally exhorts the
assembly in l Corinthians
11: L7 -19, "But in giaing you
this eharge, I praise you not,
that lou eotne together not for
the better but for the worse.
For first of all, when you
eotne together in the assertt-
bly, I hear that diaisiozs erist
cr,tnong you; and I partly
belieae it. For there must also
be faetions atnong lout that
they that are @pproaed tnay
be tnade tnanifest arn,ong
you."

Indeed, if the assembly
becomes totally unified in its
determination to live by every
word th at proceeds from the
mouth of Yahweh, all variations
of doctrine can be corrected and
the assembly will be brought
into complete harmotry, without
divisions, factionS, or schisms.

The New Testament believers
today should all be in harmony
and one accord similar to biblical
times if they are motivated by
the Holy Spirit of Yahweh. A
person would then not need to
fear that doctrinal discussions
will eventually only lead to
acceptance of those taught by
Rome. The Bible should serve as
the unifying factor, regardless of
what it says. No compromise
with the Scriptures among Holy
Spirit begotten people sh ould
take place, but all those believ-
ers in humility will seek to har-
monize the Bible from Genesis to
Revelation and live by the doc-
trines scripturally proven. The

The Holy
,Spirit does not
diaide through

teachirtg
different
doctrines.

Holy Spirit unifies Yahweh's
people in the truth. The Holy
Spirit does not divide through
teaching different doctrines.

Now that the stage has been
set for our study of 1 Corinthi-
ans 11, let us open our Bible to
determine what is taught on the
subject of headship. You will
notice that each one of the first
points Paul rai ses were origi-
nally stated in the OId Testa-
ment. None of these things are
the product of the apostolic
times. Paul is merely doing what
he urged Timothy to do in 2
Timothy 4:2.'(Preaeh the word;
be urgent in seasott, out of
season; reprot)e, rebuke;
exhort, with all longsuffering
and teaehing."

Paul begins the chapter by
sayirg, "Be imitators of ttu€t
eaen crs I als o atn of the
Messiah.

"Nout I praise you that you
retnember rne in all things,
and hold fast the traditions,
eaen as I deliuered them to
you. But I would hove you
h,now, that the head of eaertl
tnan is the Messiah; and the
head of the wotnan is the

rnan; and the heod of the Mes-
eiah is Yohweh." (f Corinthi-
ans 11:1-3)

Setting the theme for this
entire passage is the teaching of
headship. In lVebster's New
World Dictionary of the
American Language, Second
College Edition, "headship" is
defined as, "the position or
authority of a chief or leader;
leadership; command."

Paul explains that there are
different leuels of position in the
spiritual family. Beginning at
the top of the ladder of authority
stands the Almighty Heauenly
Father Yahw€h, whom no man
has seen nor can see. He has
delegated some of His authority
to His Son, Yahshua the Mes-
siah. All j udgment has been
giuen to the Son (John 5:22).

When Yahshua the Messiah
retu,rns He will reign ot)er the
nat ions in t he King dom of
Yahweh and will bring this
ttorld to order. Hou)euer, ue
must neuer forget that the Soz
always remains in subjection to
the Father. Notice I Corinthians
15 :27 -28. '3For, H e put all
things in subjeetion under his
feet. But when he sclys, All
things are put in subjeetion,
it is euident that he is ereepted
who did subject all thinge to
him. And ushen all thinge haae
been subjeeted to him, then
shall the Soll himself also be
subjeeted to him that did su.b-
ject all things to him, that
Yahweh rnay be all in all."

Even though Yahweh has
delegated a vast amount of
authority to His only begotten
Son, Yahshua the Messiah will
always be in subjection to His
Father. AII that Yahshua does is
directed towards fulfilling His
Father's mission. What Yahshua
does is for the good of the Elohim
family, for the benefit of the
family namG:d of Yahweh. Satan
never could comprehend the con-
cept of family cooperation.



Similarly, the human family
has been assigned its own order
of position. The man was given
the responsibility by Almighty
Yahweh of leading and guiding
the family. The woman was
placed under his leadership, to
be in subjection to the man just
as Almighty Yahweh stands
above the Messiah in position.
The woman was created as the
counterpart of man (neged-or
opposite, #5048 in Strong's
Exhaustive Concordance of
the Bible), made in his image,
flesh of his flesh, and bone of his
bone. The masculinity of man
must be balanced against the
femininity of the woman. The
man was meant to possess the
physical strength of the family.
Yahweh intended the man to be
the protector of the woman who
is called the weaker vessel,
physically speaking (1 Peter 3:7).

Nowhere does the Bible teach
a doctrine such as the modern-
day women's lib, that is the
customary theme of the female
activists in contemporary
society. The Bible teaches that
all members of the creation of
Yahweh should recognize their
unique positions into which our
Creator has placed them. If each
one fulfills the role for which
Almighty Yahweh made them,
the delicate balance that was
engineered into creation will be
maintained and each individual
will attain personal fulfillment.

Problems arise when either
man or woman steps outside the
position Yahweh inten ded for
them. This is why the Apostles
Peter and Paul were so definite
in teaching in their epistles the
doctrine of headship to the mem-
bers of the Assemblies of
Yahweh living in the apostolic
gra.

Please read Ephesians 5:22-29
where the proper relation ship
between husband and wife is
also taught. The husband is com-
manded to love his wife, provide

for her, and even give himself
for her. The wife shall submit
herself to the leadership of the
husband as she voluntarily sub-
mits herself to the authority of
the Messiah.

In our world today many con-
ditions exist that are not in har-
mony with what the Bible
teaches. Taught in the Bible is a
perfectly functioning system regu-
lating our relationships with
each other. It shows that all
must submit themselves volun-
tarily to the authority of
Almighty Yahweh, who is the
supreme King of this universe.

We cannot usurp Yahweh's
rightful positior, nor should we
ever de sire to do so. S atan
sought to depose the Almighty
and wrecked Yahweh's perfect
creation (Isaiah L4:L2-15).
Yahshua submitted Himself com-
pletely to the will of the Heav-
enly Father and restored a
shattered creation. Additionally,
Yahshua shows mankind how
they may be restored spiritually
through faith in Yahweh and
through accepting the Messiah's
shed blood when they are obe-
dient to the truth.

Because Yahweh has sent His
Son to be the Savior of the
world, man must humbly submit
himself to the authority of the
Messiah. Yahshua the Messiah
is the head of the assembly
(Ephesians 5:23).The man
starrds in a position of authority
immediately under Yahshua, but
the wife is to be in the position
under the man.

Paul makes a rather unique
statement in 1 Corinthians
L4:34. Let the wotnen keep
silenee in the o,ssetnblies: for
it is not pertnitted to them to
speak; but let them be in sttb-
jection, as the law Bo,yB." The
New English Bible makes this
quite plain in a modern transla-
tion. "As in all congregations of
[Yahweh's] people, women
should not address the meeting.

They have no license to speak,
but should keep their place as
the law directs. If there is some-
thing they want to know, they
can ask their own husband at
home. It is a shocking thing that
a woman should address the con-
gregation." (f Corinthians
L4:34-35)

There should be no further
question in the mind of the
reader concerning the subject of
women's lib. The truly liberated
woman is one who has been
released from sin by the blood of
the Messiah and is humbly obey-
ing the commandments of
Yahweh found in His royal law.
Nevertheless, speak the word
"subjection" in the ears of some
modern women and they will lit-
erally explode at the idea. Must
a woman be in subjection to a
man in this modern world? That
is what the Bible clearly says.

Does the law of Yahweh (the
Old Testament) actually declare
that a woman must be in subjec-
tion to her husband? Turn with
me to Genesis 3:16. In this pas-
sage, Almighty Yahweh lays
down guidelines to regulate the
human family so that the inci-
dent recorded in this chapter
will never again recur in the
future. "Unto the wotnan he
said, I will greotly multiply
your pain and your coneep-
tion; in pain you ehall bring
forth ehildren; ond you,r
desire shall be to your hu,s-
band, and he shall rule oaer
you."

Why should a woman attempt
to overturn what Almighty
Yahweh has clearly directed?
She is not rebelling against the
legislation of men, but she would
be rejecting the inspired teach-
ing of the Bible, the very Word
of Almighty Yahweh. Yahweh
has spoken, who will revere His
command? Let us not seek ways
of explaining away this directive,
but let us confront it squarely
and live in harmony with it. The



Tbue Worshipers will never seek
to correct the Bible, but will
allow the Bible to correct them.

It should be cautioned, how-
ever, that while the Creator
intended the man to be the natu-
ral leader of the human family,
occasionally he may arrogate to
himself power Yahweh never
intended him to have. He should
always love his wife and respect
her as the weaker vessel. He
should never allow his masculin-
ity nor his position to turn him
into a cruel tyrant. Actually, the
structure of the human family
sh ould begin with a benign
monarch-the father as the king
of the home, but treating his
family with love.

The woman was created as
the reflection of the man-his
counterpart. The Hebrew word
neged means a counter part, as
we h ave previously seen. In
other words, th e woman bal-
ances her husband's own defi-
ciencies, she shares with him the
goals and aspirations in life, she
therefore should be a reflection
of his innermost thoughts and
ideas. Consequently, a man and
a woman joined together in mat-
rimony will indeed become one
flesh and one mind, if they work
toward this end goal.

If all of the individuals sta-
tioned on the strata of authority
perform as they should toward
making the system function,
society will indeed become cohe-
sive, happy, and fruitful.

Symbols of Position
As we proceed further into 1

Corinthians 11, Paul brings to
our attention that Almighty
Yahweh has established symbols
to be used to show His position.
We have seen that the Father in
heaven stands at the head of the
structure of authority in Hi s
government. Yahshua the Mes-
siah stands directly beneath
Yahweh, while the man occupies

ers
neaer seeh

because they have not built upon
the solid foundation of the Old
Testament Scriptures. One group
will proclaim that a woman does
not need to cover her head for
worship, while other groups
teach that women should have
their heads covered at all times.
Some group s go so far as to
establish a regulation on types
of headdress. What is the
answer? Does Jewish tradition
enter the picture?

The term translated "covered"
in verse 4 Iiterally means "to
have something upon the head,"
and this is how the Greek text
reads. Let us read this verse
again to grasp the meaning thor-
oughly. "Eaery tn@n praying or
prophesyitug, hauing his head
eouered (eomething upon his
heod), d.ishonors his head."
The head of the man is Yahshua.
Does this mean that when a
man covers his head to pray or
prophesy, he brings dishonor
upon his head-Yahshua?

The Jews today demand that
when a man worships, he must
cover his head. Some of the more
orthodox groups even demand
that a man wear something on
his head at all times. They
declare that the custom is
derived from the practice of east-
ern peoples who covered their
faces before a monarch. Some
sources trace the practice of cov-
ered heads to throwing the tal-
lith or prayer shawl over the
head while in prayer.

Jewish commentators readily
acknowledge that there is NO
commandment in the Bible to
require such. Notice this quote
from the Encyclopedia
Judaica, Volume 8, from the
article titled "Head, Covering of
the." "Jewish tradition requires
men to cover the head as a sign
of modesty before [Elohim], and
womotr, as evidence of modesty
before men, although the Bible
does not explicitly command
either men or women to cover

rue
will

rship

to correct the

to coruect thent,

the position of supreme author-
ity in the family, with his wife
in submission to him and she is
ranked beneath his authority.
Nevertheless, both husband and
wife should work as a dedicated
team to build a loving family
relationship.

Paul shows that positions in
this human government are rec-
ognized by what a person wears
on hi s head. Notice carefully
what Paul says. "Eaery tnan
praying or prophesying,
haaing his head eoaered, dis-
honors his head. But eaery
wotnan praying or prophesy-
ing with her head unaeiled
dishonors her head; for it is
one and the sarne thing as if
she were shoued. For if o
wotnan is not veiled, let her
also be shorn: but if it is o
shame to c, wotnan to be
ehorn or shaved, let her be
aeiled."

Since nominal ch-rchianity
has not been built upon a solid
foun dation it h as interpreted
this passage in various ways. A
great deal of confusion exi sts
among the various groups

Bible, but will
allow the Bible



the head." Here then is a
research work that acknowledges
that no commandment exists
that men should cover their
head, except as we shall show,
the high priest and his sons, and
women. Nevertheless, some
orthodox Jewish commentators
insist that there must be a sepa-
rator between men and his
mighty one above him in heaven.

Another enlightening quote
Iater in the Encyelopedia
Judaica article reads as follows:
"According to the Talmud, it was
optional and a matter of custom
for men to cover their heads.
Palestinian custom moreover,
did not insist that the head be
covered during the priestly bene-
diction. French and Spanish rab-
binical authorities during the
Middle Ages followed this ruling,
and regarded the covering of the
head during prayer and the
study of the Torah merely as a
custom. Some of them prayed
with a bare head themselves.
Moreover, the covering of the
head, as an expression of the
'fear of [Elohim],' and as a con-
tinuation of the practice of the
Babylonian scholars, was
gradually endorsed by the Ash-
kenazic rabbis. Even they stated,
however, that it was merely a
worthy custom, and that there
was no injunction against pray-
ing without a head cover." If
someone appeals to the Jewish
tradition on head coverings for
men he finds very little on which
to base his contention.

The Jews today who are con-
servative will not go into a
house of worship or pray without
wearing a little head covering
which they call a yarmulke, or
heppa. Some of them will con-
tend that this is a command-
ment. However, we have just
seen that it is not commanded
anywhere in the Bible.

Hi story sh ow s wh ere the
custom originated and it was not
Semitic! During the time of Mac-

cabees True Worship was beset
by pagan influence. Antiochus
Epiphanes sought to establish an
amalgamated religion in his
realm which included Palestine.
Although this tyrant employed
cruel measures to force the Jews
into Greek religious custoffis,
which he deemed to be culturally
more correct than the Semitic
religion, they resisted his efforts.
Many of the Jews suffered mar-
tyrdom to maintain their faith.
Antiochus installed an apostate
high priest whose name was
Jason.

The following is a quote from
the book of 2 Maccabees as
translated in the The Complete
Bibler Bn American Tbansla-
tion by J. M. Powis Smith and
Edgar J. Goodspeed. "When the
king had consented, and he had
taken offic€, he immediately
brought his countrymen over to
the Greek way of living. He set
aside royal ordinances especially
favoring the Jews, secured
through John, the father of
Eupolemus, who went on the
mission to the Romans to estab-
lish friendly relation s and an
alliance with them, and abrogat-
ing the lawful ways of living he
introduced new customs contrary
to the Law. For he willingly
established a gymnasium right
under the citadel, and he made
the finest of young tnen u)ear
the GREEK HAT. And to such
a pitch did the cultivation
of Greek fashions and the
coming-in of foreign customs
rise, because of the excessive
wickedness of the lawless Jason,
who was no high priest at all . . .'
(Z Maccabees 4:L9- 13) Today
the Jews are building gymna-
siums next to their places of
worship and they call all their
places of worship by a Greek
name-synagogue. (In Greek syn
means together and agein rneans
to bring.)

Jews wear the Greek sign of
an educated man on their heads

for worship. Consequently, the
custom is easily traceable to a
pagan Greek source. The philoso-
phers of ancient Greece, who
wore the yarmulke or the hat of
Hermes, insisted that all their
students wear this cap. Today it
is still visible under the mortar-
board worn by those graduating
from an educational institution.
Incidentally the date of the Mac-
cabean era is about L75 B.C.E.

Interestingly, one of the
required courses in theological
seminaries is hermeneutics,
which is derived from the name
for the Greek messenger, the
mythological mighty one Hermes.
Evidently both the synagogue and
the ch-rch have retained pagan
Greek names and customs.

Apparently Paul was seeking
to restore the proper manner of
symbolizing headship when he
wrote to the Corinthian breth-
ren. Perhaps some of the new
Messianic brethren (both Jews
and Greeks) had begun to copy
the customs of the synagogue.
Since most branches of Judaism,
especially those which were of
the Babylonian school, had con-
tinued the practice of wearing
the Greek hat after the days of
the Maccabees, it may have been
a natural tendency to copy the
Jewi sh brethren who had
received the Messiah.

One must remember that the
good news of salvation in the
Messiah was to be preached TO
THE JEWS FIRST (Romans
1:16). To the Jews were commit-
ted th e oracles of Yahweh
(Romans 3:2). The tendency then
is to look to Judaism as a model
of the true faith. HOWEVER,
ALL DOCTRINES MUST
STAND TH E TE ST O F
THE INSPIRED SACRED
SCRIPTURES.

The Bible is the final author-
ity. It is the standard for prov-
ing a doctrine either true or
false. Doctrines of Judaism must
also be scrutinized against the



teaching of the Bible, and the
Scriptures wiII prove a number
of them to be in error. Demand-
ing that men cover their heads
for worship is not a sound doc-
trine, and this practice is of
recent date. Possibly it received
some impetus in the frigid
climes of Eastern Europe, home
of Askenazic Jewry where some
syn ago gue s w ere unh e ate d.
About 20 percent of the body
heat is lost through the head.
Ashken azic rabbis may have
suggested that the men keep
their heads covered for worship
and created the tradition to sup-
port the practice.

Head Couering
in the Bible,

What Does It Mean?
In the Word of Yahweh we

have various examples showing
that the covering of the head by
the men is symbolic. If we check
the instances in the Old Testa-
ment where a man covered his
head, we shall discover that it
indicates sorrow. Notice 2

S am ue I 15 :3 0, "And D avid
went up by the ascent of the
mount of Oliaes, and wept as
he went up; and he had his
head eoaered, and went bare-
foot: and all the people that
were with him eouered eaery
tnan his head, and they went
up, weeping as they went up."
Here then we see the meaning of
the covered head in ancient
I srael.

David was fleeing for his life
because Absalom had conspired
against him. It was a sorry day
for Israel as the nation was torn
by civil war. David was grief-
stricken because it was his own
son that had conspired against
him to unseat him as the reign-
ing monarch.

David's loyal entourage also
was weeping in sorrow and their
heads were covered. This meant
that they had their heads cov-

I)emarudung
that fiten, eoaer
their heads for

worship fs ruot a
sourud doctrine

ered, but not their faces since
they had to see to walk. It would
indicate that under normal cir-
cumstances it was not the
common practice of the Israelite
men to cover their heads.

Israel finally won the victory
over the rebel army of Absalom.
The insurgent leader was killed
by his own cousin Joab. IJpon
hear ng of Absalom's death,
Dav d mourned deeply . "And
the king eouered his face, and
the king eried with a loud
uoiee, O my son Absalom, O
Absalom, tu! son, my son!"
Once more it is obvious that it
was during a time of mourning
that David covered his face or
head. Had the king been accus-
tomed to wearing a head cover-
ing there would have been no
reason for the historian to note
this occumence.

The book of Esther contains
another mention of the covered
head as the sign of mourning.
We read in Esther 6:L2, "And
Mordeeai eatne again to the
hing's gate. But Harnan
hurried to his house, tnottrn-
ing and hauing his head

eoaered."
The book of Esther describes

the conspiracy of Haman to
destroy aII the Jews of Persia.
Haman had been asked by the
king of Persia what should be
done to someone that the king
wished to honor. Hamar, think-
ing that the honor was to be con-
ferred upon himself, told the
king to dress the man in royal
apparel with the king's crown
upon his head, seat the man on
the royal horse and escort him
through the streets of the capital
city in a parade. The king com-
manded this to be done and for
Haman himself to become the
escort-for the hated Jew,
Mordecai. This angered Haman
and caused him to mourn the
turn of events. Mournirg, he
covered his head and went home.

Let us examine yet another
Scripture that will prove the cov-
ered head meant a sign of
mourning . "Jlt,dah tnou,rng,
ond the gates of it languish,
they ait in blaek upon the
ground; and the ery of Jetttr-
salem is gone ttp. And their
nobles send their little ones to
the water: they eotne to the
eis tern,s, and find no waterl
they return with their aessels
empty; they are put to shame
and eonfounded, and eouered
their heads. Because of the
grourud whieh is eraeked, for
that no rain has been in the
land, the plowtnen are put to
shatne, they e oaer their
heads." (Jeremiah L4:2-4)

Once again it is obvious that
a covered head on the men signi-
fied mourning. The prophet fore-
saw a tim e of drought and
famine. It was a time of mourn-
ing because Yahweh's judgment
was poured out. The people
mourned and covered their
heads. In addition, the covered
heads in this passage are said to
mean being ashamed and con-
founded. Here then \lre have
found four passages of Scrip-



tures that yield the same, con-
sistent interpretation.

The Coaered Head
of the High Priest

In the Scriptures, we find a
commandment instructing one
specific man to have his head
covered at all times with the
priestly miter. When yahweh
separated the tribe of Levi to
serve as Israel's priests, He also
separated the family of Aaron to
serve as the high priests. The
son s of Aaron alone were
instructed to keep their heads
covered. Let us notice for our-
selves the Scriptures relating to
those instructions.

First of all, we shall turn to
Exodus 28. Here we find the
instructions concerning the cere-
monial robes of the High priestly
family. "And for Aaronrs sons
you shall make eoats, and you
shall rnake girdles for them,
and headbande you shall
make for them, for glory ond
for beauty. And you shall put
them upon Aaron your
brother, and upon his sons
with him, ond ehall anoint
them, crnd eonseerate them,
and sanetify them, that they
tnay minister to rne in the
priest'e offiee." We can clearly
determine that the miter was
designed by Yahweh for His high
priest's ceremonial garb.

Notice verse 4 of Exodus
chapter 28. "And these a,re the
gartnents whieh they shall
make: a breastplate, and @n
ephod, and o robe, and a eoat
of eheeker work, c, rniter, and
a girdle: and they ehall make
holy gartnents for Aaron your

tbrother, and his sons, that he
tnay minister to rne in the
priest's offiee."

We next encounter the com-
mandments to Aaron and his
sons to keep their heads covered
at the death of Nadab and
Abihu. "And Mosee said to

Aaron, and to Dleozar and to
Ithcrntclr, his sons, Do not
uncouer your heods, neither
rend your elothes; thot you do
not die, ond that he ie not
@ngry with all the eongrego-
tion: but let your brethren,
the whole hou,se of Israel,
tnou,rn the burning whieh
Yahweh hae kindled.r, (Leviti-
cus 10:6)

We finally arrive at a com-
mandment relating to the cov-
ered head of the high priest in
Leviticus 21:10. *And he that is
the high priest otnong his
brethren, on uthoee heod the
anointing oil is poured, and
that is eonseerated to put on
the gartnents, shall not let the
hair of his head go loose, nor
rend hie clothes.,,

Definite mourning rites
among certain Semitic people
were common in ancient times.
When a close relative died it was
the custom to tear the clothes,
as we see from such passages as
Job L:20. In this instance Job
shaved his head in addition to
tearing his clothes. Conse-
quently, the meaning of Leviti-
cus 2L:L0 would undoubtedly
have the connotation of shaving
the head rather than merely
taking off the ceremonial head-
dress, especially when comparing
verse 5.

Let us view this ceremonial
head-dress of the High Priest
allegorically. It is Yahshua the
Messiah who serves as the high
priest of True Worship today.
"Now in the things whieh we
are saying the ehief point ie
this: We haae a high priest,
who sat down on the right
hand of the throne of the Mq-
esty in the heoaeru$, o minis-
ter of the sanetucrry, and of
the true toberncrele, whieh
Yohweh pitehed, not tncrn,.r,
(Hebrews 8:1-2) Please see also
Hebrews 9:11.

Yahshua the Messiah in
heaven today is the true anti-

type of the high priest in the
earthly tabernacle and temple
worship. Yahshua the Messiah is
our high priest and ranks second
in authority to His Father
Yahweh. As a sign of submission
to th e Fath er in h eaven,
Yahweh, Yahshua sits beside
Him with a covered head. please
read Psalm 110. The average
Levite or Israelite was not com-
manded to have his head cov-
ered. The high priest, standing
next to the Almighty Father as
His mediator for mankind had
his head covered as a sign of
submission. Yahweh's GLORY
lvas in His obedient servant.
Please note the term glory
because it appears again in
Paul's commentary relating to
the \ryoman.

What Is c, Veil?
Let us turn again to 1 Corin-

thians 11 where we will continue
with verse 7 to discuss the sym-
bols Almighty Yahweh has estab-
Iished to portray His position.
"For c, tnon indeed ought not
haae hie heod eouered, sinee
as he ie the imoge ond
GLORY of Yahweh: but the
wotn@n is the GLOHY of the
rnan. For the tnan ie not of
the worncrn; but the wotnon of
the tnan: for neither was the
tncrn ereoted for the wotnon;
but the u)otnan for the rn@n:
for this ectuse the u)otnern
ought to houe o eoaering on
her heod, beeouse of the
ongels. Neaertheless, neither
ie the wott,on without the
man, nor the ntan without the
wotna,n, in Yahweh. For ae the
wotnan is of the marU so is the
tncrn olso by the wornon; but
all things are of Yahweh.r, (f
Corinthians LL:7 -LZ)

The woman is the glory of
the man, and as such, stands in
the same position of rank to her
husband as does Yahshua the
Son to the Heavenly Father



Yahweh. The woman was taken
out of man, not man from the
woman. The man ranks first in
the order of creation; therefore,
the woman was intended as a
mirror of the man. The woman
is the feminine gender, the pas-
sive part of the family, while the
man is the masculine gender,
the aggressive part of the family.
The man does not need to cover
his head because he stands in
the position of primary leader-
ship in the human family. The
woman must cover her head as a
sign that she supports the man
with all her loyalty and devotion
because she respects his superior
position.

Verse 10 has suggested an
exegetical problem. In the King
James Version the verse reads,
"For this cause ought the woman
to have power on her head
because of the angels." This is a
thought difficult to explain in
this form. However, in the Ara-
maic version the verse reads,
"For this reason the woman
ought to be modest and cover
her head as a mark of respect to
the angels." Here then is a much
more correct reading.

The Hebrew term radid
(which comes from the word
radad meaning, to have power)
also signifies a veil. The Greek
term erousia also means veil as
may be seen from the Arndt
and Gingpich Greek Lexicon.
So the meaning is twofold! These
two terms radid and exousia
may actually each be homonyms-
meaning that the word sounds
the same, but has different
meanings as a verb or a noun.

A woman is to have a cover-
ing on her head when she sits
and Iistens to the messengers of
Yahweh preaching. The term
"angels" means messengers, it
can signify the ministers of
Yahweh who preach the Word. A
woman should have a veil on her
head as a sign of subjection to
Yahweh's Word as proclaimed by

throughout the passage captures
the sense of what has come
down to us in the text. After
Paul has shown that there are
various ranks of authority in the
scriptural and human family, he
calls upon them to render right-
eous, correct judgment. He calls
forth the witness of nature,
relating how a man is dominant,
aggressive, and masculine, while
a woman is passive, soft, and
feminine. The male of the
species usually is the more
adventurous, while the female is
retiring, remaining partially con-
cealed from the environment
around her as she engages in
her occupation of tending the
family.

A man shall not have flowing
locks or long hair because it is a
disgrace to him. A woman's hair
is a glory to her and is given to
her for a covering. Immediately,
someone will try to point out
that this indicates that long hair
on a woman can take the place
of a veil, however, this is not the
case. Let us consider carefully. If
a man is to worship uncovered,
should he have all his hair
shaved? Certainly this is not
what Paul meant! Yahweh's law
forbade making a bald spot upon
the head (Leviticus 2L:5). Men
should have their hair trimmed,
however. See this commandment
applied to the priesthood in
Ezekiel 44:20.

The term "unveiled" in verse
5 is akatakalupfos in Greek. The
word "veiled" in verse 6 is kata-
halupto. Veiled does not mean
long hair, but rather having a
covering over the hair. Both
these Greek words come frorn
the same root. In verse 5 it is
employed to mean unveiled (to
take down the veil), and in verse
6 it is used to mean veiled.

A different word entirely
appears in verse L5, peribolaion,
which is translated "covering."
Peribolaion is #4018 in the
Greek dictionary of Strong's

The wontan,
was intended as
a ntiruor of the

His ministers. This shows her
respect both for Yahweh and for
her husband. In Semitic cultures
women veiled themselves as a
token of their being under the
authority or power of their hus-
bands. Consequently, "power"
appears to have been a name for
the Middle Eastern head-dress.

Women Are To Be
Coaered

Up to this point we have
clearly seen that a woman
should be covered. Does this cov-
ering mean the hair? Let us turn
to 1 Corinthians 11:13-16.
"Jtt.dge in yourselues: is it
seemly that a wotnan pr@y to
Yahweh unueiled? Does not
eaen nature itself teaeh !ou,
that, if a tnan haae long hair,
it is a dishonor to him? But if
a u)ontan haue long hair, it is
a glory to her: for her hair is
giuen to her for a eoaering.
But if any one seetns to be
contentious, we haue no sueh
custom, neither the Ass ent-
blies of Yahweh."

This modern translation



Exhaustive C oncordance of
the Bible and means a vesture
or something to wrap around.
The Hebrew New Testament by
Gingsburg ren ders the term
kesuth. meaning coveritrg, cloth-
ing, or outer garment (A Con-
cise Hebrew and Aramaic
Lexicon of the Old Testament
by William L. Holladay). The
Delitzsch Hebrew New Testa-
ment rendered the word peribo-
laion as tsanif, meaning an
outer wrapper garment. This
word was commonly used for a
Ioose outer wrapper worn by
women. Holladay's lexicon ren-
ders the term as a woman's tur-
ban. Th e verb m ean s to wrap
around. The Geseniust
Hebrew-Chaldee Lexicon to
the Old Testament Scriptrrres
by Samuel P. Tregelles renders
the term tsaniph as "tiara,"
while the root verb , tsanaph,
makes the meaning more clear-..TO ROLL UP, TO WIND UP,
specially a tiara."

Consequently, the woman
shall have a veil upon her head,
but she shall also have Iong hair
underneath the veil, which was
given her as a kind of clothing.

Old Testannent Erample
of Woman's Uneoaeied

Head

Paul derived his teaching on
this subject of a veil for the
women from the OId Testament.
The example appears in the Iaw
(Torah) of Yahweh, and on ce
more the Scriptures reveal that
the woman who has uncovered
her head has rejected the
authority and power her hus-
band has over her.

In Numbers 5:12-3 1, we find
the account of the law of jeal-
ousy. When a husband suspects
that his wife has been unfaithful
to him, he is required to bring
her to the priest at the taberna-
cle (or later the Temple). The

priest was told to set her before
Yahweh and take holy water in
an earthen vessel. Some of the
dust from the tabernacle floor
was to be placed in the water.
Then we read in verse 18, "And
the priest shall eet the wotnan
before Yahweh, and uneouer
the worn@n's head, ond put
the rneal-offering of memorial
in her hands, whieh ie the
rneal-offering of jealousy: and
the priest shall haue in his
hand the water of bitternesg
that eouses the ettrse."

Consequently, once more it
becomes obvious that in OId Tes-
tament times women regularly
had their heads covered. This
passage shows that a woman
had her head covered as a sign
that she was faithful to her hus-
band's authority, faithful to their
marriage covenant. When he
suspected her of being unfaithful
to him the token of her subjec-
tion was taken away from her
until it was proven whether she
was guilty or if his suspicion
was unfounded.

Now we can draw a parallel
with what Paul was saying in 1

Corinthians 11. A woman who
did not have her head covered
for worship could be construed
as having been unfaithful to the
Messiah. All of us are to be
spiritual virgins. The members
of the Assemblies of Yahweh
have been betrothed as virgins
to the Messiah (Z Corinthians
11:2). Since the ministers of
Yah weh are th e servants of
Yahshua the Messiah, the head
of the Body, a woman should
wear a head covering when lis-
tening to a minister preach
Yahweh's Word as a sign of sub-
jection to His message.

Did Old Testannent
Women Haae Their

Heads Couered?
Let us turn now to some addi-

tional Old Testament passages

which support the fact that
women in the Old Testament did
indeed wear a head covering.
The affirmation of this fact is
found as early as the book of
Genesis, the first book of the
Bible. Abraham had sent his ser-
vant, Eleazar of Damascus, to
find a wife for fsaac. The ser-
vant had gone to Mesopotamia,
to the city of Nahor, where he
encountered Rebekah. The young
woman consented to accompany
Ele azar back to the home of
Abraham and become the wife of
Isaac. Let us read the account
of the meeting of Isaac and
Rebekah in Genesis 24:62-67.
Pl e a se n ote e spe ci ally verse
65.

"And Isooe eotne from the
w@y of Beer-lahoi-roil for he
hod dwelt in the lond of the
South. And Ieooe went out to
meditate in the field in the
eaening: ond he lifted up hie
eyes, qnd s@w, and, behold,
there were eamele eotning.
And Rebekah lifted up her
eyes, and when ehe sou, Iso,oe,
she alighted from the eamel.
And ehe soid unto the tet-
uant, Whot tnon is this that
walke in the field to rneet us?
And the seraont eoid, It ie my
master: and she took her ueil
and eoaered herself. And the
seruant told leooe all the
things that he had done. And
Ieaae brought her into hie
mother So,rah'e tent, ond took
Rebek@h, and ehe beeome his
wife; and he l.oved her: ond
Isc,o,e was eomforted after his
mother's deoth."

Here we encounter a perfect
type of what Paul was seeking to
show his readers in 1 Corinthi-
ans 11. Rebekah demonstrated
her subjection to her intended
husband by covering herself as
he approached her. She had not
been covered on the trip, appar-
ently, but when she met Isaac
she took her veil and covered
herself.
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The Shulamite'Wore
a Headdress

The song of Solomon which
appears in your Bible among the
books of wisdom, is an allegory
of the body of True Worshipers
awaiting their coming King,
Yahshua the Messiah. The char-
acter of the body of True Wor-
shipers is played by the
Shulamite virgin. We read in
Song of Solomon 5:7, "The
watehtnen that go about the
city found fre, they etruek ffie,
they wounded me; the keepers
of the walls took away my aeil
from fne."

Taking a veil from a Middle
Eastern woman was an insult to
her. The Shulamite girl had
been sleeping. She was awak-
ened by a dream so clear and
vivid in which her beloved
fianc6 appeared at her door that
she went out into the night look-
ing for him. The watchmen of
the city came upon her as she
was seeking her bridegroom.
Since she appeared foolish to
them they insulted her.

In this passage the term veil
is translated from the Hebrew
word radid, the same word in
question in 1 Corinthians 11:10,
apparently used originally by
Paul when writing his epistle in
Hebrew or Aramaic and trans-
lated into the Greek text as
power.

Did Ruth Wear
a Headdress?

Ruth was the great grand-
mother of King David. She
appears in the lineage of
Yahshua the Messiah. She was a
dedicated woman who forsook
her people and went with Naomi
her mother-in-Iaw, to the land of
Judah after th e death of h er
first husband. Ruth had a strong
desire to live a righteous Iife and
serve Yahweh. This led her to
seek a marriage among the rela-

mouth of the prophet Isaiah we
find here a prophecy of what will
oceur to the people of Yahweh
when they fall away from His
truth and go into sin. Yahweh
informed Israel that He would
remove their finery and send
them into slavery. From this
passage, we can notice that the
women of Palestine wore head
coverings.

Let us turn now to Isaiah
47:2. This passage relates to the
virgin daughter of Babylon that
would herself be punished even-
tually although Babylon was
used as an instrument to punish
Yahweh's people-Israel . "Take
the millstones, and grind
meal; retnoae your aeil; *trip
off the train, uneoaer the l"g,
po,ss through the rit)ers." This
prophecy reveals that although
the daughters of Babylon would
be attired in luxurious fin€ry,
they would also eventually be
brought into slavery. The proph-
ecy depicts the attire of a
slave girl; scant clothing and
grinding grain were characteris-
tics of female slaves. Conse-
quently, the uncovered head
represents a sign of slavery, hav-
ing no loyalty to one man (a hus-
band), but being a servant of
whoever will boy her.

Does a Head Coaering
Make a Womcrn,

a Prostitute?
Genesis 38 contains the

account of the origins of the
tribe of Judah. Judah was the
son of Jacob who had married a
Canaanite woman who bore him
three sons. Judah took a wife for
his firstborn, Er, but he was so
wicked that Yahweh killed him.
Later the wife, Tamar, was
given to his second son, Onan,
who also died because of his
wickedness in refusing to raise
up children to his brother. Since
Shelah, the youngest son, was
much younger, Judah declined to

tives of her deceased husband,
which is a scriptural law. See
Deuteronomy 25:5.

She happened to glean barley
in the fields belonging to Boaz
and a mutual affection developed
that eventually led to a marriage
with him. We read in Ruth chap-
ter 3 of the decision of these two
people to become joined in mar-
riage and the incident relating
how this occurred. Ruth was
sent by Naomi her mother-in-law
to sleep at the feet of Boaz. fn
the morning he sent Ruth back
to her home.

Let us read Ruth 3:15. "And
he said, Bring the rncrntle
that is on, !ou, and hold it,
and he tneasured six tnea-
sures of barley, and laid it on
her: and he went into the
eity." The word translated
mantle here is a different word
than we have seen previously.
The Hebrew word is mitpachath,
#4304 in Strong's Exhaustive
Concordance of the Bible
Hebrew dictionary, and can be
tran slated a cloak or wrapper.
However, it is used only twice in
all of the Hebrew Scripture s

which means that this is possi-
bly the only instances where it
occurs in any Semitic literature,
so the meaning is uncertain. If
this was a head-dress it was
large enough to contain about
six measures, perhaps quarts or
gallons, of barley. Incidentally,
Holladay's lexicon defines the
term as wrapper or mantle (for
women).

The second instance where
the term mitpachath is found
occurs in Isaiah 3:23. To get the
thought of the passage from the
context we shall quote first verse
18 and follow with verse 23. 33In

that day Yohweh utill take
@wcly the beauty of their ank-
lets, and the headbandq and
the ereseen,ts . . . the hand-
mirrors, and the fine linen,
and the turbafrq and the veils
fmitpachothJ." Through the
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marry him to Tamar immedi-
ately because he feared that his
youngest son might also be
taken from him by Yah weh.
Meanwhile Judah's wife died.
Since no consummation of the
m arri age between Shelah and
Tamar was arrang€d, she
decided to take some action. She
disguised herself as a harlot and
accosted Judah on his way to
supervise his servants at sheep
shearing time. She became preg-
nant from the incident and bore
Judah twin son s, Zerah and
Perez, the latter was to become
a progenitor of Yahshua the
Messiah.

Let us turn to Genesis
38: L4- 15, which describes the
incident. "And she put off from
her the g@rntents of her
widowhood, and eoaered her-
s elf wi th her aeil, ond
wrapped herself, and sat in
the gate of Enaim, whieh is by
the w@y to Timnah; for she
saw that Sh eloh wag
grown up, and she was not
giuen to him as his wife.
When Judah s@w her, he
thought her to be a harlot; for
she had eoaered her faee."

We must note that the word
translated "veil" in this passage
is translated from a term we
have not yet encountered. fn the
Hebrew text it is tsa'iph and
should have been translated
wrapper or sha\ry1. See A
Concise Hebrew and Ara-
maic Lexicon of the Old
Testament.

Consequently, this passage
readily shows that the word is
not speaking about a headdress,
but rather it is a shawl that
Tamar drew over her face to dis-
guise herself from her father-in-
law who would surely have
known her had he seen her face.
Not all prostitutes in Bible times
covered their faces, however.

The shawl in this instance
reflects the covering of 1 Corin-
thians 11:15, depicted by the

Paul contends,
in [assernbly]
nteetings they
should haae a
head-eoaering

woman's long hair. Obviously, a
woman's long hair can be used
to cover her face, but in the
instance of Tamar, the means of
camouflage was a shawl. There-
fore, it is easy to comprehend
th at a great differen ce exi sts
between the veil or headdress
that was urged by Paul and the
covering of the face as a means
of disguise.

Supporting Quotes From
Scholarly Sources

When the passage of 1 Corin-
thians 11:1- 16 was quoted from
The Sacred Scripttrres, Bethel
Edition, it was for the purpose of
introducing the most correctly
tran slated version available on
th e subj ect. At this point you
should re-read the quotes from
the passages that were inserted
at the beginning of the article.
However, in addition we have
made use of some scholarly
sources that prove the correct-
ness of the translation offered.
These scholarly sources leave no
lingering doubt that the doctrine
of headship taught by Paul rec-

ognizes the man as the leader of
the family with an uncovered
head for worship, while the
woman should have her head
covered as a token of submission
to her husband or to the Word of
Yahweh that the preaching min-
ister is proclaiming.

The following quote is taken
from John Mcclintock and
James Stong's magnum opus,
Cyclopedia of Biblical Theo-
logical an d Ecclesiastical
Literature, Volume X, pages
738-739, under the article titled
"VeiI." "It is probable that in
both countries alike the chief
head-covering of the women,
besides the loose mantle or ker-
chief occasionally thrown over it
and drawn to some extent upon
the face was the long plaited
hair, which appears from the
Egyptian remains to have often
consisted of a number of strings
of hair reaching to the bottom of
the shoulder-blades, th e ends
being left loose, or with two or
three plaits fastened together
at th e extremity by woollen
strings of corresponding color
(Wilkinson, Ane. Egypt. iii, 369).
Long hair, perhaps similarly
done up, certainly often plaited,
was used by the Greek females;
thus very commonly they
appeared in public. Hence, also,
Paul contends, in [assembly]
rneetings they should have a
head-covering, formed whether
of a mantle or shawl (peplum)
drawn somewhat over the coun-
tenance, or a veil in the strictest
sense (katakalupto, 1 Corinthi-
ans 11:5, 6). Such a partial cov-
ering seemed to become females
in public assemblies; and for
Messianic women to have
departed in such a matter from
a general practice of the coun-
tries where they resided would
inevitably have brought a re-
proach upon [Messiah's] Name.
The attempt of some, therefore,
aL Corinth to do so was wisely
discountenanced by the apostle
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as implying an assumPtion of
equality with the other sex; and
he enforces the covering of the
head as a sign of subordination
to the authority of the men
(verse 5-15). The same passage
leads to the conclusion that the
use of the talith [see FRINGE],
with which the Jewish males
cover their heads in prayer, is a

comparatively modern Practice,
inasmuch as the apostle, Putting
a hypothetical case, states that
every man having anything on
his head dishonors his head, i.e.
lthe Messiahl, inasmuch as the
use of the veil would imPIY
subj ection to hi s fellow-men
rather than to the Master (ver.
4)."

This much respected work bY

John Mcclintock and James
Strong summarizes the teaching
of the Bible on the subject as we
have seen. It shows that the use
of the head-covering bY men in
worship is of recent date. It
declares along with the Bible
that the covered head was a sign
of subj ection on the Part of
women and the uncovered head
of men demonstrates their sub-
jection to Yahshlla.

The next source to be quoted
is the The Wycliffe Bible Com'
mentary on page L247. "The
first matter for discussion is the
veiling, or covering, of the heads
of women, and Paul's ruling is
that women must cover their
heads during the meeting. He
regarded the Corinthian innova-
tion (apparently some were Pre-
sent in the meetings bare-
headed) as 'irreligious rather
than indecorous' ([Moffatt's
New Testament], F. 150), thus
showing that his objections have
nothing to do with social custom.
(Some commentators h ave
appealed to social custom in
order to do away with Paul's
decision here). The worshiP
meeting alone is in view."

At the end of this article on
page L248, we frnd the following

comment. "The words her hair
is given for a covering do not
mean that the woman's hair is
her covering and that she needs
no veil, a view vitiating the force
of tf Corinthiansl LL:2-L4. The
word for is to be rendered
answering to. . . A final word: In
the final analysis, the hat, or
veil, is not the imPortant thing,
but the subordination for which
it stands. The presence of both is
ideal."

We turn then to A Dictioll'
ary of the Bible by William
Smith under the article "Veil" on
page 727. "Among the Jews of
the New Testament age it
appears to have been custom ary
for women to cover their heads
(not necessarily their faces)
when engaged in Public
worship."

At this poitrt, we wish to
emphasize strongly that we are
not urging the women who are of
the body of True WorshiPer to
cover their faces. So far the word
"face" has been consPicuouslY
absent from the ScriPtures we
have read. The Bible insists
upon a woman covering her
head, (but not her face) as a sign
of subjection to her husband or
to the Word of Yahweh Preached
by the elders of the assembly.
The word "faee" is never used,
only the term "head," which
indicates a head scarf or other
covering when in worshiP. We
might recall that Moses covered
his face after communing with
Yahweh 40 days, but this was
not his usual custom (Exodus
33:34-35). The veil was to shield
Israel from the strong glow of
Moses' skin.

Supporting these views are
the Hastings Bible Dictionary
by Jame s Hastings, Barnest
Notes on the Old & New Tes-
tament by Albert Barn€s, and
the CommentarY on the
Whole Bible by Matthew
Henry, among others that You
may wish to peruse.

Summary

The people of the world todaY
are living in times of revolution
and change. Equal rights for
women are being continuallY leg-
islated. The Bible does indeed
teach equal rights for women
where salvation is concerned,
but conversely, it also teaches
that the male of the human race
was created to be the leader of
the family (and the assemblY)
and the woman is the weaker
vessel and needs the love, Fro-
tection, and strength of the
male. For a woman to submit
herself to her husband or father
is not a spiritual weakness
within her, but it is recognizing
a fact that has existed since
creation. If we overturn
the structure that our Heav-
enly Father has established,
it will only be us who will
suffer.

Consequently, the Bible
teaches that a man was made in
the image of Yahweh, the Heav-
enly Father, while the woman
stands in the Position of the
assistant which is dePicted bY

the High Priest, who todaY is
Yahshua the Messiah. The Bible
is quite plain on this teaching.
The woman received a command
to be in subjection to her hus-
band after sinning in the garden
of Eden. It is for the best inter-
est of all of us that we were
given these instructions bY
Yahweh.

Shall we obey and receive
Yahweh's blessing? Or shall we
disobey and reap the conse-
quences? Let us, upon whom the
end of the age has come, PrBY
for humility to accePt what has
been given for our admonition
and learning. "Nout these
thinge hoppened to them bY
woy of e*omple; ond theY
were written for our worning,
upon whom the end,e of the
@ges hove eome." (f Corinthi-
ans 10:11) sr.rB
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Commentarv on Galatians

The book of Golotians ie an enignw ond o
etumbling block to mony.

It dosen't nced to be. Thie aerte-by-aerse etudy
proaidce geogrophiaal, culturol, a nd, hietorieol
infortnation aitol to undcretonding Poul'e letter
to the Golotiot,s. You utill find thot this ZhSpage
uolume illuminatee one of the most mis-
understood booke of the Bible. Write us today, ond,
ask how you nury obtain your eopy of Courmentary
on Galatians. Dan't delay!

Assemblies of Yahweh
P.O. Box C

Bethel, PA 19507
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The Assemblies of Yahweh Correspondence Course in the Inspired
Scriptures provides a study of the Bible, Yahweh's Sacred Word,

without explaining away or falsely rationalizing texts that clearly

instruct the individual in obedience to Yahweh's covenant.

Obtain your first lesson. There is no cost or obligation. As you answer

the quiz attached to each lesson, send it to us and we will correct it and

send it back to you with the next lesson.

Have you brought all of the traditions and
popular notions from you' past into your study
of the Bible?

Or, do you want to lear; * the true, sound doctrines
of Yahweh's Word?

Assemblies of Yahweh
P.O. Box C

Bethel, PA 19507


