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commit to a Truth. The servants of Yahweh, however, will be Believers who 
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The Jordan River, flowing serenely past 
mighty trees which line its banks, reminds 
us of the description which we find in the 
first Psalm. “And he shall be like a tree 
planted by the streams of water, That 
brings forth its fruit in its season, Whose 
leaf also does not wither; And whatever 
he does shall prosper.” (Psalm 1:3). 

Naaman traveled to Israel to receive heal‑
ing for his incurable disease. When Elisha 
the Prophet told him to wash himself in the 
Jordan River seven times, Naaman became 
angry. However, he relented and dipped himself 
seven times in the Jordan River and received 
a miraculous healing from Yahweh. 

Obeying a command from Yahweh’s 
Prophet, such as “Go, wash in the pool 
of Siloam . . . ” (John 9:7a), may seem too 
simplistic; however, a blind beggar received 
his sight when he did as he was told. Do 
you have the humility and the faith to obey 
Yahweh’s Word? Salvation is offered to all 
who do! 
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The trait of forgetfulness is both 
a blessing and a curse to mankind. 
On the one hand, there are many 
things that occur that we wish to 
forget. If we can eliminate those 
memories from our minds, we are 
considered to be psychologically 
well adjusted.

On the other hand, forgetful-
ness can be a curse. It has been 

said that the human mind forgets 
about 90 percent of what it en-
counters within the first 24 hours. 
Within the subsequent .year, the 
remaining 10 percent can also be 
forgotten. We must keep these 

established statistics firmly in 
mind at all times, because they 
have a direct bearing on whether 
we will be given everlasting life 
in the Kingdom of Yahweh, or be 
rejected by Yahshua the Messiah 
when He returns. How much of 
the Bible have you forgotten? 
Has it made a difference in your 
beliefs?

Basic Truths of Bible Doctrine

Why
Believe the Bible?

by
Elder Jacob O. Meyer
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This series of articles will be 
a frank discussion of the basic 
doctrines of the Bible as we have 
learned them. It will continue for the 
next several months as we review 
the crucial scriptures that have led 
us to the doctrines taught by the 
Assemblies of Yahweh. It is to be a 
review to spur our memories so that 
our faith may be revitalized. The 
scriptures pointing us in the direc-
tion of sound doctrine must never 
be forgotten, as Satan increases his 
deception by wresting the scriptures 
to his own advantage. After having 
made a good beginning, we must 
continue on to the end in order to 
receive the crown of life.

The background in Bible knowl-
edge of the author stems from the 
very earliest years of his life. My 
grandfather was one of the elder 
deacons in the local congregation of 
the ch-rch in which I was born and 
reared. From the time I was very 
small (perhaps two years of age), he 
would regularly take me along with 
him to services. We would sit on the 
front bench and hear the ordained 
ministers preach. In those days the 

weekly services would, many times, 
run as long as two-and-a-half to three 
hours. Then there were evening ser-
vices, revival meetings, love feasts, 
and midweek prayer meetings that 
we attended. The sermons that were 
preached during those days were 
more firmly rooted in the Bible than 
are the sermons (which should actu-
ally be called “sermonettes”) preached 
by the ministers of ch-rchianity today. 
Consequently, we heard a great 
many passages of scripture being 
proclaimed, and these were firmly 
fixed in my mind.

Later on, I was chosen to be a 
Sunday School teacher. This as-
signment spurred me to increase 
my personal Bible study in order 
to teach the designated lesson each 
week. However, my really serious 
Bible study began in 1960. While 
teaching Sunday School lessons, it 
became apparent to me that there 
were various discrepancies and con-
flicts between what the Bible teaches 
and the avowed ch-rch doctrines.

My wife and I became interested 
in Bible prophecy about that time, 
because we could see something was 

dreadfully wrong with the attitudes 
of the people espousing Chr-stianity. 
Many ch-rch members were very 
materialistic, and it was apparent 
that the message of the Bible was 
not changing the people’s daily lives. 
Although they professed a faith in 
the Bible on Sunday, the remainder 
of the week they lived just like the 
world.

My wife and I began a program 
of regular Bible studies together, 
and I recall the first extensive Bible 
study that we did was in the book 
of Revelation. Over the period of a 
month, we spent each evening study-
ing the book of Revelation. It was 
most enjoyable and informative. We 
encountered many scriptures that 
made an indelible impression upon 
our minds. Several of those scriptures 
were Revelation 14:1, 12:17, 14:12, 
22:14, etc. The True Worshipers are 
described in these passages, and, yet, 
we could find few people who truly 
fitted these descriptions.

It was about 1958 or 1959 that 
we first learned the Sacred Name, 
Yahweh, but it was not until 1961 or 
1962 that we learned the importance 

Hebrew scroll of Exodus 30:37‑31:4. Note Yahweh’s Name (center)Elder Jacob O. Meyer (OBM) laboring in the Word.



“You shall keep the feast of tabernacles seven days, after you have gathered 
 in from your threshing-floor and from your winepress.” (Deuteronomy 16:13).

Will You Answer Yahweh’s Call?
Each year in the fall, in the seventh scriptural 

month, as commanded by our Heavenly Father, 
the Assemblies of Yahweh members gather to 
observe the Feast of Tabernacles in the United 

States and at various other sites around the world. 
Don’t miss this tremendous spiritual milestone 
of the year. Write today for information about 
the 2012 Feast of Tabernacles.

2012 Feast of Tabernacles
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of using it exclusively. On this subject, 
the inspired Scriptures are quite plain 
and crystal clear. If we wish to accept 
what the Bible teaches, we must use 
the Name of Yahweh exclusively 
and rely upon the Name of Yahshua 
the Messiah as the exclusive Name 
that will bring us salvation. Just a 
few scriptures will prove this most 
conclusively. Read Isaiah 42:8, Acts 
4:12, Psalm 68:4, Psalm 83:18, Psalm 
96:5, Jeremiah 10:10, and Matthew 
1:21. As you read, restore the Sacred 
Name to the text from which it was 
removed by the translators, and you 
will immediately note the importance 
accorded it by the Word.

Upon discovering the great truths of 
the Bible and after beginning to obey 
and live them, my family and I tried to 

separate ourselves from the world in 
harmony with Revelation 18. However, 
separation cannot become insulation 
where the believer is concerned. We 
cannot totally insulate ourselves from 
the world, since we continually have 
contact with unconverted people. 
Our object should be to turn toward 
Yahweh and read His Word, allowing 
it to interpret itself rather than to seek 
traditional explanations.

At our jobs and in doing busi-
ness from day to day, in addition to 
communication with relatives and 
friends, one tends to lose a little bit of 
his zeal if he is not careful. Nominal 
Chr-stianity uses the Bible as their 
basic source book, but they interpret 
the scriptures traditionally rather 
than literally. Each group seemingly 

has its own doctrine, and, yet, each 
group claims they are basing their 
Faith upon the Bible. The True Wor-
shiper cannot avoid discussing the 
Bible with others he meets day to 
day. Unless he maintains a regular 
program of Bible reading and study, 
his mind may just begin to become 
impregnated by the theology of 
ch-rchianity, and subsequently, he 
may be swayed away from the pure 
faith in the Bible. Perhaps the trait 
of forgetfulness is at work, but the 
Holy Spirit within our hearts can be 
fanned to a bright flame by a review 
of what the Bible says.

A number of years ago during 
the observance of the Feast of Tab-
ernacles, the author approached the 
lectern to preach an evening message. 

Dead Sea Isaiah Scroll (1QIsaa)    Syriac Peshitta text, Exodus 13:14   Cheaster Beatty Greek
(Chapter 53, verses 1-8)             Papyrus (Matthew 25:41-46)
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I had deliberately prepared no notes 
for this sermon. As I opened my Bible 
and looked around the audience, 
my opening remarks were directed 
toward the Faith on which we stand. 
Two doctrines especially were to be 
my topic for the evening. It was to 
be a message on remembering the 
basic scriptures that have led us 
into teaching the doctrines that are 
presently being proclaimed by the 
Assemblies of Yahweh.

At the beginning of the message, 
I asked the assembled audience to 
put every thought out of their minds 
except what the Bible itself was going 
to tell us. I asked the audience to 
allow their minds to soar, viewing 
the Bible as a document spread out 
below us. Our method of Bible study 
on this evening was to reach down 
(beginning with the book of Genesis 
and terminating with Revelation) and 
select crucial Scriptures upon which 
are built proofs of two doctrines 
taught by the Assemblies of Yahweh: 
(1) the veracity of the Sacred Name 
doctrine and (2) the keeping of the 
scriptural seventh-day Sabbath. 
After the sermon, several people 
approached me and complimented 
this approach to Bible understand-
ing, saying how much this review 
had benefitted them.

This series of articles will be 
using that same method of Bible 
study. There are a number of crucial 
scriptures related to each doctrine 
that must be harmonized with all 
the rest, and these passages will 
make a great difference if they 
are accorded the authority they 
deserve.

Is the Bible Really True?
Especially during the past centu-

ry, there has been a great escalation 
in archaeological excavations in 
areas of the world to which the in-
spired Scriptures refer. Dr. William 
Foxwell Albright made the state-
ment, just before his death, that 
the more archaeological evidence 
being uncovered, the more firmly 
the veracity of the Bible and its 

1 . M a y  b e  b l e s s e d 
h/sh-

2.  -[e] by Yahw[eh,]
3.  the warrior [or helper] 

and
4.  the rebuker of
5.  [E]vil: May bless you,
6.  Yahweh,
7.  keep you.
8.  Make shine, Yah-
9.  -[w]eh, His face
10. [upon] you and g-
11. -rant you p-
12. -[ea]ce.

Biblical quote on silver amulet worn around 
neck: (Lines 5-12) from Numbers 6:24-26

In the Bible:
 2 Kings 9 and 10

In the Bible:  2 Kings 8:7-29

“The tribute of Jehu, son of 
Omri (mIa‑ú‑a mar mḪu‑um‑
ri‑i): I received from him 
silver, gold, a golden bowl, 
a golden vase with pointed 
bottom, golden tumblers, 
golden buckets, tin, a staff 
for a king [and] spears.”

3. And my father lay down, he went to his 
[ancestors]. And the king of I [s‑]

4. rael entered previously in my father’s land. 
[And] Hadad made me king. 

5. And Hadad went in front of me, [and] I 
departed from [the] seven [ ...‑] 

6. s of my kingdom, and I slew [seve]nty 
kin[gs], who harnessed thou[sands of cha‑] 

7. Riots and thousands of horsemen (or: 
horses). [I killed Jeho]ram son of [Ahab] 

8. king of Israel, and [I] killed [Ahaz]iahu son 
of [Jehoram kin‑]

9. g of the House of David. And I set [their 
towns into ruins and turned]

10. their land into [desolation ... ] 
11. other [ ... and Jehu ru‑] 
12. led over Is[rael ... and I laid ]
13. siege upon [ ... ] 

-4
-3

-5

-7
-6

-8

-10
-9

-11
-12
-13

TEl DaN STElE (c. 840 BCE)

ShalMaNESEr III’S BlaCk OBElISk (828 or 827 BCE)

SIlvEr aMulET (keteph hinnom II) (c. 600 BCE) 

arChaEOlOGy PrOvES ThE BIBlE
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accuracy are proven in all that is 
recorded.

The atheists would have us 
believe that the Bible is not true. 
They describe it as a corrupt com-
pilation of the writings of a small 
band of Middle Eastern nomads 
with absolutely no relevance for 
us in our time. They even reject 
the standard of morality it teaches. 
They ascribe all of the biblical mes-
sage to pagan, mythological origin. 
Paradoxically and regrettably, 
various theologians in nominal ch-
rchianity today have assimilated 
many of these concepts espoused 
by the atheistic community. In the 
various religious denominations, it 
might actually appall the laymen to 
learn how many theologians, call-
ing themselves “Chr-stian atheists,” 
are teaching in the denominational 
colleges and seminaries.

Is the Bible really true? If the 
Bible has no relevance for us in our 
time, then where is the fountainhead 
of Truth? Or is Truth merely what 
each person wishes to believe? Are 
there absolutes in the world today? 
Is the Bible inspired, or is it merely 
a secular historical novel? Should 
you obey what the Bible directs, 
or live what you determine is best 
for yourself? Let’s examine these 
questions carefully to see if we can 
establish a solid foundation for this 
series of articles on the doctrines of 
the Bible. In the final analysis, if 
we can prove the truthfulness and 
authenticity of the Bible, then we 
have constructed a firm foundation 
for building obedience to Yahweh as 
we prove the sound doctrines from 
the Word.

In John 17:17, Yahshua the 
Messiah says, “Sanctify them in 
the truth: your word is truth.” 
Here is a candid, forthright state-
ment made by the Messiah Himself 
which claims that the Bible is 
the Truth. Should we believe this 
statement? Can we even rely upon 
the Messiah? Was His word the 
Truth?

A college professor at Pennsylva-
nia State University, several years 

ago, made the astounding statement 
that anyone who rejects the exis-
tence of a man called [Yahshua the 
Messiah] is totally unscholarly, since 
we have more historical evidence 
of this man’s existence than we do 
for many Roman emperors. Yet, the 
existence of those Roman emperors 
is seldom questioned. Nevertheless, 
it is fashionable to call into ques-
tion the existence of Yahshua the 
Messiah and to cast doubts upon 
the veracity of the Scriptures. This 
is being done against enormously 
voluminous evidence to the contrary. 
It is time for the truth seeker to 
prove this logically from the Bible 
by using the tools of the increased 
knowledge of our day.

Frequently, people question the 
authenticity of the Bible by point-
ing out discrepancies in the text. 
However, when we go sub-surface, 
beneath the authorized English 
king James text, to the documents 
from which it was translated, we can 
determine that the original texts (as 
closely as we can return to them) 
immediately solve many of these 
seeming inconsistencies.

It is imperative that we come 
to understand that the inspired 
Scriptures were written originally 
in the Hebrew or Aramaic language 
and then later translated into Greek 
and, subsequently, into the other 
native tongues of the people of the 
nations. This is true of both Old 
and New Testament texts, and it 
is a statement that can be proven 
historically.

For example, we can prove that 
before the common era, several hun-
dred years before the Messiah, the 
Hebrew text was translated into the 
Greek version known as the Septua-
gint. Consequently, we cannot view 
the Septuagint as being inspired, 
or utilize it as a text upon which to 
base substantiating theories. It is a 
second-generation document, at least 
one step removed from the original 
texts. It is a translated document 
and can merely serve to show us how 
the translators understood various 
Hebrew words.

The Old Testament text was 
written originally in the Hebrew 
language, for the most part. Before 
the time of Ezra, it appeared in the 
paleo-Hebrew alphabet. Ezra trans-
ferred its Hebrew vocalization and 
message into a document using the 
Aramaic square script alphabet. The 
language did not change. The vocal-
ization of the words did not change. 
All that changed was the alphabet 
in which it was transmitted. The 
words were transliterated, mean-
ing the sounds of the words were 
duplicated in another alphabet.

Some years ago, I did a thorough 
investigation of scholarly research 
of the documents of the New Testa-
ment. This research material has 
been published in a booklet called 
Exploding the Inspired Greek 
New Testament Myth. We have 
explored the realm of scholarship 
and have proven exactly what Dr. 
Charles Cutler Torrey affirmed: that 
the New Testament was written 
originally in Hebrew (or possibly 
some sections in Aramaic) and later 
translated into Greek. If you would 
like to receive a copy of this most 
informative and thought-provoking 
booklet, you may obtain a free copy 
by simply writing to the Assemblies 
of Yahweh, Bethel, PA 19507.

The New Testament bears much 
internal evidence confirming that 
it was indeed written in a Semitic 
tongue rather than in an Indo-Eu-
ropean language. One frequently 
encounters idiomatic expressions 
and concepts showing that it is 
indeed Semitic. One can turn the 
pages of the New Testament and 
find many Semitic words that have 
been transliterated directly from the 
Hebrew or Aramaic languages into 
Greek and, subsequently, into Eng-
lish. This internal evidence should 
provide an immediate corpus of 
reliable material proving to us that 
the language of the New Testament 
is not Greek.

Many of these inconsistencies in 
the English translation have been 
picked up by the opponents of the 
sound doctrines of the Bible and 
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used to their own advantage. How-
ever, their questions and objections 
can readily be answered by returning 
to the original texts of the Bible—
both Old and New Testaments—as 
closely as we can return to them. 
The thrust of what we have just said 
above is to get the student back to 
the true, basic source of the inspired 
Scriptures rather than hang a case 
upon a somewhat unsatisfactory 
translation.

Fulfilled Prophecy Proves 
the Bible is True

There are many prophecies in the 
Bible that we could point out to the 
truth seeker to prove that the Bible 
is indeed an inspired book. We could 
show that the books of Genesis and 
Exodus reflect an accurate view of 
ancient Canaan and Egypt and that 
the prophecies made concerning 
Israel actually came true.

We might remember that doom 
was prophetically pronounced by 
Yahweh’s Spokesmen upon ancient 
Israel and Judah for their failure to 
obey the instructions of our Heav-
enly Father Yahweh. This judgment 
was predicted literally hundreds 
of years before it occurred, and, 
yet, archaeological and historical 
evidence proves that the Assyrians 
conquered the ten northern tribes 
and transported them into captivity, 
while the Babylonians eventually 
conquered the southern Judean 
kingdom, transporting most of the 
inhabitants into Babylon.

Why argue with these historical 
facts? Nevertheless, these are only a 
few incidents of the many that could 
be cited where the prophecies of the 
Bible were fulfilled accurately.

However, the greatest prophecy 
of the Bible relates to the Messiah. 
The first passage of scripture that 
predicts the advent of the Mes-
siah is found as early as Genesis 
3:15. Frequently, other passages of 
scripture relating to the Savior of 
the world, the Messiah King, are 
encountered in different sections of 
the Old Testament text.

The New Testament is a record 
of the fulfillment of those prophe-
cies. Almost 300 Old Testament 
texts are quoted verbatim in the 
New Testament, while hundreds 
of additional allusions are made 
to Old Testament passages. Re-
member, there is actually more 
historical evidence for the existence 
of Yahshua the Messiah than there 
is for many other historical person-
ages, and, yet, how many people 
today truly believe the message 
He proclaimed?

Consequently, the two greatest 
proofs of the Bible are archaeologi-
cal evidence supporting what has 
come down to us through history 
in the written Word and fulfilled 

prophecy. When we read of the 
prediction of ancient kingdoms to 
fall and who would be responsible 
for their conquests, predictions 
made hundreds of years before 
the actual occurrence, then find-
ing these events supported in 
secular history and archaeology, 
we must conclude that there is a 
greater intelligence at the source 
than that of the human writers, 
a supernatural intelligence who 
communicated His thoughts to 
man and who has predicted these 
things and actually brought them 
to pass. A human being may write a 
book and make predictions; but he 
cannot, through his own personal 
will, cause these things to come 

King Jehoiachin in Babylon
2 Kings 24:11-17 “And Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to 

the city, while his servants were besieging it; and Jehoiachin the 
king of Judah went out to the king of Babylon, he, and his mother, 
and his servants, and his princes, and his officers: and the king of 
Babylon took him in the eighth year of his reign. . . . And he carried 
away Jehoiachin to Babylon; and the king’s mother, and the king’s 
wives, and his officers, and the chief men of the land, he carried 
into captivity from Jerusalem to Babylon.”

Babylon 28122

... to Ia-’-u-kin, king ...
to the qîpûtu-house of ...
... for Shalamiamu, the ...
... for 126 men from Tyre ...
... for Zabiruam the Ly[dian] ...

Babylon 28178 (592 BCE)

10 (sila) of oil to ... [Ia]-’-kin, king of Ia-[a-ḫu-du]
2½ sila of oil to the [five so]ns of the king of Ia-a-ḫu-du
4 sila to eight men from Ia-a-ḫu-da-a-a ...

Babylon 28186

1½ sila for three carpenters from Arvad, ½ sila each
11½ sila for eight ditto from Byblus, 1 sila each ...
3½ sila sila for seven ditto, ½ sila each
½ sila for Nabû-êtir the carpenter
10 (sila) to Ia-ku-ú-ki-nu, the son of the king of Ia-ku-du
2½ sila for the five sons of the king of Ia-ku-du through Qana’a

Three of four Babylonian cuneiform 
royal clay tablets listing rations re‑
ceived by Jehoiachin, King of Judah, 
discovered near the Ishtar Gate.
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to pass. Please see Isaiah 46:8-10 
and Amos 3:7.

If the Bible 
Has an Author, 

He Must Be Obeyed
To the student of the Bible, 

the inspiration of the inspired 
Scriptures becomes truly evident. 
There is a cohesive message from 
the first chapter of Genesis to the 
twenty-second chapter of Revelation. 
The Bible exhibits supernatural 
perfection that cannot be derived 
from human origin. Its message 
is the righteous governing power 
of the Most High who created this 
universe. This earth was created 
originally as a place for the Almighty 
to establish His government. He 
created human beings to be His 
subjects. He created those human 
beings perfect in physical form, but 
imperfect in character. They rejected 
His rule and began to experiment 

with foreign ideas that proved to 
be their downfall. These ideas were 
corrupt, because they cast suspicions 
on Yahweh’s trustworthiness.

The Bible contains a nutshell 
history of what happens when 
people reject the way laid down by 
the Almighty and follow Satan the 
Adversary. Conversely, the Bible also 
bears the record of righteous people 
who were rewarded with tremendous 
blessings for their faithfulness to the 
agreement they had made with the 
Most High, The inspired Scriptures 
contain promises of a reward for 
righteousness and punishment for 
disobedience.

We can prove that there is an 
Almighty Being, a superior intel-
ligence in this universe. The very 
creation all around us, including our 
own bodies, affirmatively declares 
the Creative Power that brought all 
of this into existence. Life can only 
be generated by another life. There 
had to be a beginning somewhere. 

The intelligence that created the 
first life also created perfection. 
Mankind has been responsible for 
corrupting that perfection.

Undoubtedly, the reason why 
people deny the veracity of the Scrip-
tures is that they do not wish to obey 
what the Author of the Bible directs. 
It is obvious that once someone has 
proven the existence of an Almighty 
Heavenly Father, if that individual 
proves the truthfulness of the Bible 
account, then he must soon come 
to the realization that he is dealing 
with a Being who desires obedience 
in what He commands. He promises 
blessings for obedience and a curse 
and judgment for disobedience.

Looking around ourselves at the 
world today, it becomes obvious that 
the standard of morality is being 
eroded by worldly philosophy. The 
reason why this is taking place is 
that the average individual does not 
wish to accept biblical authority and 
live by every word that proceeds 
from the mouth of Yahweh, Mat-
thew 4:4.

However, when we have proven 
the Bible to be true, then we, who 
are sincere and serious about our 
salvation, accept what is written. 
We begin to obey.

Possibly you, as an individual, at 
one time had a sincere desire to obey 
what our Heavenly Father has told 
you, but over the years perhaps the 
Bible has been misquoted, misused 
so that you became cool toward its 
message, or you may have drifted 
into apathy for some other reason. 
This series of articles is being writ-
ten to stir up your desire to serve our 
Heavenly Father and obey Him.

As we draw closer to the Second 
Coming of Yahshua the Messiah, we 
need to become reinvigorated so that 
we can continue on to obey all that 
is written and receive the rewards 
of righteousness. We trust that you 
will look for the continuation of this 
series of articles next month as we 
examine some of the great doctrines 
of the Bible and learn why they have 
been placed in the Word for us to 
heed them.                           snb 

Pontius Pilate Stone inscription—“Tiberieum/[Pon]tius Pilatus/[Praef]
ectus Iuda[eae], “Tiberius [the Roman emperor of the period]/Pontius 
Pilate/Prefect of Judea.”—Found in Caesarea
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The Sabbath Before Sinai

Many groups today, in rejecting 
the Law of Yahweh, attempt des-
perately to prove that the Sabbath 
day was not observed, kept, or 
even so much as mentioned in the 
Scriptures before Sinai. However, 
a close investigation of Yahweh’s 
unchangeable Word reveals quite 
the opposite to be true.

At the beginning of the inspired 
Scriptures, in Genesis chapter 

2, we learn that Elohim rested 
on the seventh day. “And the 
heavens and the earth were 
finished, and all the host of 
them. And on the seventh day 
Elohim finished his work which 

he had made; and he rested on 
the seventh day from all his 
work which he had made. And 
Elohim blessed the seventh day, 
and hallowed it: because that 
in it he rested from all his work 
which Elohim had created and 
made.” Genesis 2:1-3.

We immediately note in verse 
3 that Elohim blessed the SEV‑
ENTH DAY and HALLOWED it. 
Did you know that in Hebrew the 
word hallow in Genesis 2 is the 

The Law Before Sinai
Part 2

by
Elder Jonathan S. Meyer



How We Keep the Feast of Tabernacles

Worship, learning, and fellowship make this 
great, annual pilgrim festival a special time in 
the life of the True Worshiper. The Assemblies 
of Yahweh publication, The Narrow Way, 2011 
Feast of Tabernacles report, provides helpful 
information concerning how True Worshipers 

shall properly keep this important convocation. 
Don’t delay! Send your requests for The Nar-
row Way, 2011 Feast of Tabernacles  report, 
and also request information about how you can 
be included in this great, spiritual gathering in 
2012. Write to:

assemblies of yahweh
PO Box C

Bethel, Pa 19507
Telephone (717) 933-4518

www.assembliesofyahweh.com
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same word found in Exodus 20:11? 
The reason why Yahweh told Moses 
to instruct Israel to keep the Sab-
bath day is because Yahweh made 
the heavens and the earth in six 
days and rested and hallowed (sanc-
tified) this sacred day. The Hebrew 
word is qadash, which means to set 
apart and make holy. 

One nominal Chr-stian group, 
for example, makes a fatal error by 
not going back to Genesis chapter 
2 to harmonize every text into the 
doctrinal study on the Sabbath. 
Many religious organizations give 
lip-service to harmonizing the text 
of the Scriptures, but, in actual 
practice, only the Assemblies of 
Yahweh consistently does so. The 
Sabbath commandment presents a 
clear case in point.

We have already seen and un-
derstood that Noah knew and 

discerned the scriptural reckoning 
of time. The reason why Yahweh 
instituted the sun and the moon 
in the heavens (Genesis 1:14-19) 
was to distinguish, or separate, 
time. A review of the Sabbath 
commandment proves that this 
passage in Genesis 1:14-19 cannot 
be discarded, since it precedes the 
giving of the Law at Sinai. How-
ever, we know that this Law was 
also observed and faithfully kept 
by our spiritual forefathers, the 
patriarchs.

In Genesis chapter 9, we see 
Yahweh blessing Noah and entering 
into a Covenant with him.

“And Elohim spoke to Noah, 
and to his sons with him, say-
ing, And I, behold, I establish 
my covenant with you, and with 
your seed after you; And with 
every living creature that is 

with you, the birds, the cattle, 
and of every beast of the earth 
with you; of all that go out of 
the ark, even every beast of the 
earth. And I will establish my 
covenant with you; neither shall 
all flesh be cut off any more by 
the waters of the flood; neither 
shall there any more be a flood 
to destroy the earth.” Genesis 
9:8-11.

In this Covenant Yahweh made 
with Noah, nothing is explained 
concerning clean or unclean animals, 
neither is anything found regard-
ing instructions for keeping the 
Sabbath. Yet, we know Noah could 
discern between clean and unclean 
animals, Genesis 7:2-3. The state-
ment by Elohim in Genesis 9:3-4 

Continued on page 15.
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today’s news in prophecy

The Sacred Name Broadcaster, 7/201210

Yahweh’s Judgment evident
We are commanded by Yahweh to 

love Him with singleness of heart, 
serving Him with the very essence of 
our being, living by every one of His 
commandments. Blessings are prom-
ised to each one who keeps Yahweh’s 
Word in his daily walk, not turning 
aside from the Narrow Pathway, but 
walking in the Way of Yahweh. “Oh 
that there were such a heart in 
them, that they would fear me, 
and keep all my commandments 
always, that it might be well with 
them, and with their children 
forever!” (Deuteronomy 5:29).

If mankind does that which is right 
and good in the eyes of Yahweh, walk-
ing with Him in righteousness, then 
Yahweh has promised that He will 
bless us abundantly. Too often, people 
take an adversarial stance against Yah-
weh’s precepts, refusing to abide by His 
ordinances, even though Yahweh has 
promised blessings for obedience. We 
have been extremely blessed in recent 
decades by Almighty Yahweh, however, 
how many today boldly and arrogantly 
believe that these riches with which 
we have been blessed have been OUR 
OWN DOING? “Beware lest you 
forget Yahweh your Elohim, in not 
keeping his commandments, and 
his ordinances, and his statutes, 
which I command you this day: lest, 
when you have eaten and are full, 
and have built good houses, and 
dwelt in it; and when your herds 
and your flocks multiply, and your 
silver and your gold is multiplied, 
and all that you have is multiplied; 
then your heart will be lifted up, 
and you shall forget Yahweh your 
Elohim . . . lest you say in your 
heart, My power and the might of 
my hand has acquired this wealth.” 
(Deuteronomy 8:11-14a, 17).

In Leviticus 26:4 and Deuteronomy 
28:12, Yahweh has promised to send 
sufficient rain if we are faithful in 
keeping His commandments. However, 
Yahweh has confirmed that if we listen 
not to Him, then He will punish quite 
severely. “And if he will not yet for 
these things listen to me, then I 
will punish you seven times more 
for your sins. And I will break the 
pride of your power; and I will 
make your heaven as iron, and your 
earth as bronze; and your strength 
shall be spent in vain; for your land 
shall not yield its increase, neither 
shall the trees of the field yielded 
her fruit.” (Leviticus 26:18-20). You 
will notice that Yahweh uses the term 
“seven times,” a clear reference to the 
Sabbatical cycles. Upon a quick review 
of recent sabbatical cycles, we may re-
flect on how Yahweh’s judgments have 
been increasing exponentially.

In 1973, at the beginning of a new 
sabbatical cycle, the Yom Kippur war 
broke out on October 6. As a result 
of the Arab defeat at the hands of 
Israel—and because the United States 
assisted the nation of Israel in this 
war—OPEC began an oil embargo 
against the United States. We might 
remember the gas lines and how the 
doubling of the price of oil contributed 
to rampant inflation throughout the 
1970s. Throughout the remaining 
years of the 1970s, the economy was 
stagnant, which led to the coining of 
the term “stagflation.” In 1979, not 
long after the next Sabbatical year 
began, the Iran hostage crisis began, 
oil prices again doubled, and interest 
rates soared. Even though President 
Ronald Reagan attempted to jumpstart 
the economy through reduction in 
spending and revamping of tax poli-
cies, the early years of the sabbatical 

cycle of 1980-1987 were very difficult, 
and the nation sank into a substantial 
recession for a number of years. 

Shalom Farm kept its first Sab-
batical in 1979-1980. Elder Jacob O. 
Meyer was determined to keep the 
sabbatical year and allow the fields 
that we were farming to lie fallow. 
Here at Bethel, we had an extremely 
arid year in 1980, and certain local 
farmers noted that Shalom Farm had 
not planted any crops, thus avoiding 
the crop loss. They realized that they 
would have been blessed to have fol-
lowed the lead of Elder Jacob O. Meyer 
in keeping the sabbatical year. Many 
local farmers suffered great financial 
loss during that year.

Again, we ended the 1980-1987 
Sabbatical cycle with an economic 
downturn. Just after the 1987 Feast 
of Tabernacles, a stock market crash 
occurred on Monday, October 19, 1987. 
This stock market crash, affecting 
most of the world’s markets, saw many 
markets lose nearly half of their value. 
Known as the “Black Monday” crash, 
it was the largest one-day decline in 
Dow Jones history up until that time. 
During the latter years of the sab-
batical cycle of 1987-1994, an economic 
downturn occurred in the wake of the 
first Gulf War. During 2000-2001, the 
dot-com bubble burst, and many over-
inflated and over-sold stocks failed. The 
September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks 
against the World Trade Center and 
the Pentagon occurred as the sabbati-
cal year drew to a close. This resulted 
in the suspension of trading between 
September 11 and September 17. The 
loss of billions of dollars caused great 
financial strain upon the insurance 
markets as well as the re-insurance 
markets. The federal government gave 
a huge transfusion of cash to the airline 
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industry after these tragic events, and 
the government also gave large sums 
of money to the victims families for the 
loss of their loved ones on that fateful 
day as well. Since 2001, insurance 
rates, across the board, have increased 
substantially, as we all continue to pay 
for the loss of September 11. During 
this downturn, the markets lost $5 
trillion in value between March 2000 
and October 2002.

At the beginning of the sabbatical 
year in 2007, a bear market began 
on Wall Street. This was again a 
trend that we have seen over and 
over again during recent sabbatical 
cycles. Then, following the Day of 
Atonement 2008, the stock markets 
took a huge plunge over the next few 
weeks as the housing bubble burst. 
Since this sabbatical cycle began on 
October 10, 2008, the world has been 
in a great recession. Joblessness is at 
an all-time high, even as high as 25 
percent in some countries. Though 
the official unemployment rate for 
the United States is in the range of 
8 percent, the actual unemployment 
rate is around 15 percent, as many 
have stopped looking for jobs and have 
dropped out of the workforce.

Just as Yahweh spoke in His Word, 
He has punished us more severely with 
each passing sabbatical cycle. Dire 
predictions are made in Leviticus 26 
and Deuteronomy 28. Each passage 
begins with blessings for obedience 
and concludes with curses for disobe-
dience. As well as famines, plagues 
and sicknesses of long duration have 
been prophesied to occur. Leviticus 26, 
however, concludes with a prophecy of 
hope. If we repent and turn to Yahweh 
with all of our heart, He has promised 
that He will bless and forgive us. Many 
times throughout Yahweh’s Word, we 
are cautioned to remember to diligently 
keep His Law. If we fail to keep His 
Word, then Yahweh has promised to 
take back His blessing. “And it shall 
come to pass, if you shall listen 
diligently to my commandments 
which I command you this day, to 
love Yahweh your Elohim, and to 
serve him with all your heart and 
with all your soul, that I WILL 
GIVE THE RAIN OF YOuR LAND 

IN ITS SEASON, the earlier rain 
and the later rain, that you may 
gather in your grain, and your 
new wine, and your oil. And I will 
give grass in your fields for your 
cattle, and you shall eat and be 
full. Take heed to yourselves, lest 
your heart becomes deceived, and 
you turn aside, and serve other 
elohim, and worship them; and the 
anger of Yahweh is kindled against 
you, and he shuts up the heavens, 
so that there shall be no rain, and 
the land shall not yield its fruit; 
and you perish quickly from off 
the good land which Yahweh gives 
you.” (Deuteronomy 11:13-17).

“See, I have set before you this 
day life and good, and death and 
evil; 16 in that I command you this 
day to love Yahweh your Elohim, 
to walk in his ways, and to keep 
his commandments and his stat-
utes and his ordinances, that you 
may live and multiply, and that 
Yahweh your Elohim may bless 
you in the land which you go in 
to possess. But if your heart turns 
away, and you will not hear, but 
shall be drawn away, and worship 
other elohim, and serve them; I 
declare to you this day, that you 
shall surely perish; you shall not 
prolong your days in the land, 
which you pass over the Jordan 
to go in to possess. I call heaven 
and earth to witness against you 
this day, that I have set before you 
life and death, the blessing and 
the curse: THEREFORE cHOOSE 
LIFE, that you may live, you and 
your seed; to love Yahweh your 
Elohim, to obey his voice, and to 
hold fast to him; for he is your life, 
and the length of your days . . . .” 
(Deuteronomy 30:15-20a).

King Solomon prayed to Yahweh 
at the dedication of the Temple that 
should Israel sin and Yahweh pun-
ish Israel by stopping the rain, that 
Yahweh would hear the prayers of a 
suffering people. “When the heavens 
are shut up, and there is no rain, 
because they have sinned against 
you; if they pray toward this place, 
and confess your name, and turn 
from their sin, when you afflicted 

them: then hear in heaven, and 
forgive the sin of your servants, 
and of your people Israel, WHEN 
YOu TEAcH THEM THE GOOD 
WAY IN WHIcH THEY SHOuLD 
WALK; and send rain upon your 
land, which you have given to your 
people for an inheritance. 

“If there is famine in the land, 
if there is pestilence, if there is 
blasting or mildew, locust or cat-
erpillar; if their enemies besiege 
them in the land of their cities; 
whatever plague or whatever 
sickness there is; whatever prayer 
and supplication be made by any 
man, or by all your people Israel, 
who shall know every man his 
own plague and his own sorrow, 
and shall spread forth his hands 
toward this house: then hear from 
heaven your dwelling-place, and 
forgive, and render to every man 
according to all his ways, whose 
heart you know; (for you, even 
you only, know the hearts of the 
children of men;) that they may 
fear you, to walk in your ways, 
so long as they live in the land 
which you gave to our fathers.” 
(2 Chronicles 6:26-31). 

Yahweh’s response to King Solo-
mon’s prayer is found in 2 Chronicles 
7:12-22. “And Yahweh appeared to 
Solomon by night, and said to him, 
I have heard your prayer, and have 
chosen this place to myself for a 
house of sacrifice. IF I SHuT uP 
THE HEAVENS SO THAT THERE 
IS NO RAIN, or if I command the 
locust to devour the land, or if I 
send pestilence among my people; 
if my people, who are called by my 
name, shall humble themselves, 
and pray, and seek my face, and 
turn from their wicked ways; then 
will I hear from heaven, and will 
forgive their sin, and will heal 
their land.” (2 Chronicles 7:12-14). 

How many people quote this 
Scripture without ever realizing the 
significance of this scripture? The 
people of Yahweh, who are called by His 
Name, should humble themselves, and 
pray—seeking Yahweh’s face and turn-
ing from their wicked ways—Yahweh 
promises that He will hear this peti-
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tion, forgive the sin, heal the land, 
and send rain in due season. 

Widespread u.S. Drought

This year’s drought—which is 
worse than the drought of 1988 
(which was also a sabbatical year)—
is more severe than last year’s 
drought. Certain areas of the Mid-
west have seen drought conditions 
that far outrank the Dust Bowl 
drought of the 1930s. More than 60 
percent of the United States is in 
need of rain. The National Climatic 
Data Center has posted a map of the 
United States showing the hardest 
hit areas of this nation. This map 
shows that a majority of the U.S. is 
in a drought condition of some kind. 
Our bread basket, the central United 
States, has been hit extremely 
hard. Farmers, in desperation to 
harvest what little crop they can, 
have chopped the corn stalks for 
cattle feed, even though they might 
contain dangerous levels of nitrogen. 
They are hoping to salvage at least 
a little feed for their cattle this fall. 
Many cities throughout the Midwest 
has set record heat levels as well, 
with more than a month of 100 plus 
degree temperatures. “. . . and I 
will make your heaven as iron, 
and your earth as bronze . . .” 
(Leviticus 26:19a).

“Corn prices are nearing their 
record highs of last summer as 
the U.S. Midwest suffers its worst 
drought since 1956. Shoppers should 
expect higher grocery bills, because 
corn is used in three quarters of 
supermarket products,” according 
to Jack Hough at smartmoney.com. 
Corn prices have risen by 50 percent 
in response to reports of widespread 
crop failures throughout the central 
United States. Last year, pundits 
predicted that food prices would ease 
in 2012, making the bold assump-
tion that this year’s harvest would 
be better than last year’s. Yahweh, 
however, has taken away the rainfall 
again this year as well.

Knockout Mobs

Roving groups of youths have 
begun attacking innocent people on 
the street, especially the elderly, im-
migrants, and Jews. These knockout 
mobs are playing what they call the 
Knockout Game, where unsuspecting 
people are suddenly mobbed by a 
gang of young teenagers. A “knockout 
refers” to a boxing term, “TKO” (Tech-
nical Knock Out). In one instance, 
18 teenagers suddenly jumped on a 
man and starting hitting him with 
bricks for no apparent reason as 
he walked home with a neighbor. 
Knockout mobs have run rampant in 
St. Louis, Missouri. In Chicago, an 
elderly man was attacked in an alley, 
and he later died. Now his wife and 
children are in peril as their family 
has lost its breadwinner. A headline 
in The New york Post in June read, 
“Anti-Jewish crime wave,” about a 
series of recent anti-Semitic attacks. 
Gangs of young people have attacked 
Jews (especially the orthodox and 
Hasidic) as they walked down the 
street. Reminiscent of Nazi Germany, 
these anti-Semitic attacks—both 
verbal and physical—have revealed 
the hatred that lurks in the hearts 
of mankind. “Lest we forget” is the 
reminder for us to remember the 
genocide of the Holocaust. Why have 
we so quickly forgotten this evil? Is it 
because this generation has not been 
taught the evils of the Holocaust? 

Garbage In, Garbage Out

“Sex scenes in movies influence 
teens’ behavior, new research sug‑
gests. In the study, US researchers 
analyzed the sexual content of hun‑
dreds of top‑grossing movies released 
between 1998 and 2004, and then 
asked more than 1,200 kids, aged 12 
to 14, which of the movies they had 
seen. Six years later, the participants 
were surveyed to find out how old 
they were when they became sexually 
active and whether they engaged in 

risky sexual behaviors . . . .” The 
study, conducted at Dartmouth Col-
lege and scheduled for publication 
in the journal Psychological Sci-
ence, “found that greater exposure 
to sexual content in movies at a 
young age led to a higher peak of 
sensation‑seeking in adolescents. 
Among kids who were exposed to 
sex scenes in movies, sensation‑
seeking behavior can last well into 
the late teens and even into the early 
20s, the investigators found. These 
movies appear to fundamentally 
influence their personality through 
changes in sensation‑seeking which 
as far‑reaching implications for all 
their risk‑taking behaviors,” Ross 
O’Hara, a postdoctoral fellow at 
the University of Missouri, said in 
a news release from the Association 
for Psychological Science.

With the proliferation of sexual 
content, innuendo, and blatant sexu-
ality explicit in the films of today, 
the populace is being desensitized 
to sexual immorality. Like the 
moniker “garbage in, garbage out,” 
the pornography that is rampant in 
today’s movies and television shows, 
has resulted in the corruption of 
a generation. We must follow the 
admonition of Elder Jacob O. Meyer 
and separate ourselves from the 
confusion of this age, turning off the 
offensive television programs and 
rejecting the explicit movies that 
Hollywood generates. By doing so, 
we will protect our minor children 
from being corrupted by the violation 
of the seventh commandment—
fornication, adultery, and all other 
sexual sins. Like the saying from 
years ago stated: “as the twig is 
bent, the tree is inclined.”

Fortune Telling upheld

A federal judge has struck down 
a central Louisiana ordinance ban-
ning fortune-telling, palm reading, 
astrology, and similar activities in 
the city of Alexandria. US District 
Judge Dee Drell’s ruling concurred 
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with a magistrates conclusion that 
the ordinance is unconstitutional. In 
an AP news release, Rachel Adams, 
a fortune teller who says she accepts 
donations, but doesn’t charge for 
services, sued the city of Alexandria 
after a police officer issued her a 
court summons for violating this 
ordinance. Yahweh’s Law specifically 
prohibits a medium, soothsayer, and 
those with familiar spirits. In recent 
years, the psychic hotlines were very 
popular, and now, perhaps because 
of the downturn in the economy, 
these have become popular again. 
“And when they shall say to you, 
Seek to them that have familiar 
spirits and to the wizards, that 
chirp and that mutter: SHOuLD 
NOT A PEOPLE SEEK TO THEIR 
ELOHIM? On behalf of the living 
should they seek unto the dead? 
To the law and to the testimony! 
If they speak not according to 
this word, surely there is no 
morning for them. And they 
shall pass through it, greatly 
distressed and hungry; and it 
shall come to pass that, when 
they shall be hungry, they shall 
fret themselves, and curse by 
their king and by their Elohim, 
and turn their faces upward: 
and they shall look to the earth, 
and behold, distress and dark-
ness, the gloom of anguish; and 
into thick darkness they shall be 
driven away.” (Isaiah 8:19-22).

Gay Blessing? 

Recently, the Episcopalian Ch-rch, 
which has its roots in the Ch-rch 
of England, approved an official 
prayer service for blessing same-
sex couples. They also cleared the 
way for transgender ordination. 
You might remember that in 2003, 
Episcopalians caused an uproar 
by consecrating New Hampshire 
Bishop Gene Robinson, the first 
openly gay bishop in the Anglican 
world. Now they have opened the 
way for transgender ordination as 

well—even though several Episcopal 
bishops spoke against the same-sex 
union liturgy and warned about 
repercussions from the Ch-rch of 
England. The Evangelical Lutheran 
Ch-rch in America and the Pres-
byterian Ch-rch (USA) have, in 
recent years, struck down barriers 
for clergy living with the same-sex 
partners, while the United Method-
ist Ch-rch has maintained its ban 
on ordination for openly gay and 
lesbian candidates, according to a 
report published by AP.

Minnesota Secretary of State Mark 
Ritchie is being accused of trying to 
alter the outcome of a November 2012 
ballot initiative to protect traditional 
marriage by changing its title. The 
state legislature’s approved title for 
the ballot question is: “Recognition 
of marriage solely between one man 
and one woman.” Richie, however, 
has decided to change the title to: 
“Limiting the status of marriage to 
opposite-sex couples.” Minnesota for 
Marriage Chairman John Helmberger 
said “Some politicians are so blinded 
by ideology and beholden to special 
interest, like gay marriage activists, 
that we simply can’t be confident they 
will follow the law or respect the will 
of the people. The only way to protect 
the definition of marriage is to secure 
it in the Constitution where activist 
judges, ambitious politicians and 
special interests can’t meddle with 
it.” In nearly 3 dozen elections in 
which voters in various states have 
decided on a definition of marriage, 
nearly every one of them they have 
adopted the traditional definition 
as being between one man and one 
woman only.

The Pentagon recently approved 
the permission for lesbian and gay 
servicemen to march in uniform in 
a gay pride parade. In just a few 
short months following the “don’t 
ask-don’t tell” policy change, we see 
a further erosion of morality. This 
policy will further tarnish the image 
of the United States military and is 
a major agitation to servicemen who 
served under the old system, when 
this was not tolerated. They believe 

that this will also further demoralize 
the United States military.

Perfect Storm Predicted

A “global perfect storm” looms for 
2013, in which the US economy could 
fall back into recession, and the euro 
zone will break up, according to the 
latest gloomy forecast from econo-
mist Nouriel Roubini. “Dr. Doom,” 
as he has become known, says the 
“perfect storm” scenario he forecast 
for the global economy earlier this 
year is unfolding right now in the 
US and Europe, as well as China. “In 
May, Roubini predicted four elements 
stalling growth in the United States, 
debt troubles in Europe, a slowdown 
in emerging markets, particularly 
China, and military conflict in 
Iran—would come together to cre‑
ate a storm for the global economy 
in 2013. . . . particularly, Roubini 
sees nothing but problems ahead for 
Europe, where peripheral nations are 
struggling with inability to pay their 
debts. Fears are growing that the 
fiscal problems in Greece, Portugal, 
Spain, and elsewhere, will spread 
to the global economy. ...Greece is 
going to be the first country that’s 
going to restructure and exit,” he 
said. “Others will leave also. By the 
end of the year Spain’s going to lose 
market access,” Roubini said in a 
subsequent CNBC interview. 

“After these things I saw 
another angel coming down 
out of heaven, having great 
authority; and the earth was 
lightened with his glory. And 
he cried with a mighty voice, 
saying, Fallen, fallen is Baby-
lon the great . . . .” (Revelation 
18:1-2a).

“Therefore in one day shall 
her plagues come, death, and 
mourning, and famine; and she 
shall be utterly burned with fire; 
for strong is Yahweh Elohim who 
judged her. And the kings of the 
earth, who committed fornica-
tion and lived wantonly with her, 
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shall weep, and wail over her, 
when they look upon the smoke 
of her burning, standing far off 
from the fear of her torment, 
saying, Woe, woe, the great city 
Babylon, the strong city! For in 
one hour your judgment came. 
And the merchants of the earth 
weep and mourn over her, for 
no man buys their merchandise 
any more; merchandise of gold, 
and silver, and precious stone, 
and pearls, and fine linen, and 
purple, and silk, and scarlet; 
and all citron wood, and every 
vessel of ivory, and every vessel 
made of most precious wood, and 
of copper, and iron, and marble; 
and cinnamon, and spice, and 
incense, and ointment, and 
frankincense, and wine, and 
oil, and fine flour, and wheat, 
and cattle, and sheep; and mer-
chandise of horses and chariots 
and slaves; and souls of men. 
And the fruits which your soul 
lusted after are gone from you, 
and ALL THINGS THAT WERE 
DAINTY AND SuMPTuOuS ARE 
PERISHED FROM YOu, and 
men shall find them no more 
at all. The merchants of these 
things, who were made rich by 
her, shall stand far off for the 
fear of her torment, weeping and 
mourning; saying, Woe, woe, the 
great city, she that was arrayed 
in fine linen and purple and 
scarlet, and decked with gold 
and precious stone and pearl! 
For in one hour so great riches 
is made desolate. And every ship-
master, and every one that sails 
anywhere, and mariners, and 
as many as gain their living by 
the sea, stood far off, and cried 
out as they looked on the smoke 
of her burning, saying, What is 
like the great city? And they cast 
dust on their heads, and cried, 
weeping and mourning, saying, 
Woe, woe, the great city, in which 
all that had their ships in the 
sea were made rich by reason of 
her costliness! For in one hour 
she is made desolate. Rejoice 

over her, you heaven, and you 
saints, and you apostles, and 
you prophets; for Elohim has 
judged your judgment on her.” 
(Revelation 18:8-20).

Hope Springs Anew

Yahshua the Messiah will soon 
return from heaven to establish 
Yahweh’s magnificent Kingdom on 
this earth. One day soon, Yahweh 
will send His Son, Yahshua the 
Messiah, back to this earth, to rule 
this earth in the new Kingdom Age. 
You may be accepted into Yahshua’s 
kingdom by proving that you will 
live in harmony with the Law of 
Yahweh. Yahweh will protect and 
spare those who are obedient to 
His Covenant Law. Are you making 
preparations to meet Yahshua the 
Messiah when He returns?

When you see all of these fulfill-
ments of prophecy begin to take 
place, then look up, for your re-
demption draws near, Luke 21:28. 
Each one must make a decision to 
avoid Yahweh’s judgments upon the 
sinners who transgresses His Laws 
(1 John 3:4) by beginning a life of 
obedience to Yahweh now. The choice 
is yours. Blessings are promised in 
Yahweh’s Kingdom for those who 
obey, while curses are prophesied for 
those who disobey. We are given the 
choice to obey and be blessed with 
life. “And it shall come to pass, 
when all these things have come 
upon you, the blessing and the 
curse, which I have set before 
you, and you shall call them 
to mind among all the nations, 
where Yahweh your Elohim has 
driven you, and shall return to 
Yahweh your Elohim, and shall 
obey his voice according to all 
that I command you this day, 
you and your children, with all 
your heart, and with all your 
soul; then Yahweh your Elohim 
will turn your captivity, and 
have compassion on you, and 
will return and gather you from 

all the peoples, where Yahweh 
your Elohim has scattered you. 
If any of your outcasts be in the 
uttermost parts of heaven, from 
there will Yahweh your Elohim 
gather you, and from there will 
he bring you: and Yahweh your 
Elohim will bring you into the 
land which your fathers pos-
sessed, and you shall possess it; 
and he will do you good, and 
multiply you above your fathers. 
And Yahweh your Elohim will 
circumcise your heart, and the 
heart of your seed, to love Yahweh 
your Elohim with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, that 
you may live. And Yahweh your 
Elohim will put all these curses 
upon your enemies, and on them 
that hate you, that persecute 
you. And you shall return and 
obey the voice of Yahweh, and 
do all his commandments which 
I command you this day. And 
Yahweh your Elohim will make 
you plenteous in all the work of 
your hand, in the fruit of your 
body, and in the fruit of your 
cattle, and in the fruit of your 
ground, for good: for Yahweh 
will again rejoice over you for 
good, as he rejoiced over your 
fathers: If you shall obey the 
voice of Yahweh your Elohim, 
to keep his commandments and 
his statutes which are written in 
this book of the law; if you turn 
to Yahweh your Elohim with all 
your heart, and with all your 
soul.” (Deuteronomy 30:1-10).

In Deuteronomy 7:6-11, Yahweh 
reminds us that He loves us and 
He chose us, to be a people for His 
own possession. Given this choice 
between life and death, good and 
evil, a blessing or a curse, Yahweh 
counsels us to choose life. All of 
the trials and tribulations that we 
endure at this time will be forgot-
ten, when we are granted entrance 
into the Kingdom of Yahweh. We 
must, however, endured faithfully 
to the end in order to receive this 
salvation. Why not choose the way 
that leads to life today!            snb
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presupposes a knowledge by Noah 
of the difference between clean and 
unclean animals. You recall that 
two chapters earlier (Genesis 7:2-
3), Yahweh told Noah to bring the 
UNCLEAN animals into the ark 
by twos, and the CLEAN animals 
by sevens. Notice carefully Genesis 
9:3-4.

“Every moving thing that lives 
shall be food for you; as the green 
herb have I given you all. But 
flesh with the life of it, which is 
the blood of it, shall you not eat.” 
How candidly plain! We remember 
that Yahweh also set restrictions 
upon the green herb (Genesis 1:29), 
just as He did with the animals! The 
above quoted passage taken from 
Genesis 9 relates quite well with 
the restatement of Yahweh’s Law 
in Deuteronomy 12:15-16.

“However, you may kill and eat 
flesh within all your gates, after 
all the desire of your soul, ac-
cording to the blessing of Yahweh 
your Elohim which he has given 
you . . . as of the gazelle, and as 
of the hart. Only you shall not 
eat the blood; you shall pour it 
out on the earth as water.”

We can apply with justification the 
same principle regarding the keep-
ing of the Sabbath day, which was 
hallowed (sanctified and set apart as 
holy), with the dietary Laws of clean 
and unclean, as well as the marking 
of time according to Yahweh’s Law. 
The Scriptures, therefore, presume 
the validity of the Law of Yahweh to 
be in existence from Creation. The 
Sabbath commandment is one of the 
first commandments we find in the 
Bible, Genesis 2:2-3.

Overruling Yahweh’s Love
Various groups state that the 

Egyptians did not allow the Isra-
elites, while they were living in 
Egypt, to keep the Sabbath, and 
this is indeed true. However, we 
ask the question: “Does man, if he 

IMPERFECTLY keeps Yahweh’s 
Law, or breaks that Law, nullify it?” 
We know that Yahweh designated 
Abraham as a righteous man. “And 
he believed in Yahweh; and he 
reckoned it to him for righteous-
ness,” Genesis 15:6. “And when 
Abram was ninety years old 
and nine, Yahweh appeared to 
Abram, and said unto him, I 
am El Shaddai; walk before me, 
and be you perfect. And I will 
make my covenant between me 
and you, and will multiply you 
exceedingly.” Genesis 17:1-2. This 
instruction appeared before the 
ultimate Covenant of circumcision. 
How could Abram be a righteous 
and perfect individual if he had no 
Laws through which to regulate his 
life? The concept of no law before 
Sinai is simply ludicrous!

Have you ever realized that 
Yahweh’s manner of expressing His 
love for us was by giving us His 
Laws, His commandments, and His 
judgments for His people to obey? 
This is found clearly expressed in 
Deuteronomy 7:6-13.

“For you are a holy people to 
Yahweh your Elohim: Yahweh 
your Elohim has chosen you to 
be a people for his own posses-
sion, above all nations that are 
on the face of the earth. Yahweh 
did not set his love upon you, or 
choose you, because you were 
more in number than any people; 
for you were the fewest of all 
peoples: but because Yahweh 
loved you, and because he de-
sired to keep the oath which 
he swore to your fathers, has 
Yahweh brought you out with 
a mighty hand, and redeemed 
you out of the house of bond-
age, from the hand of Pharaoh 
king of Egypt. Therefore know 
that Yahweh your Elohim, he 
is Elohim, the faithful El, who 
keeps covenant and mercy with 
them that love him and keep his 
commandments to a thousand 
generations, and repays them 
that hate him to their face, to de-
stroy them: he will not be slack 

to him that hates him, he will 
repay him to his face. You shall 
therefore keep the command-
ment, and the statutes, and the 
ordinances, which I command 
you this day, to do them.

“And it shall come to pass, 
because you listen to these ordi-
nances, and keep and do them, 
that Yahweh your Elohim will 
keep with you the covenant and 
the mercy which he swore to 
your fathers: And he will love 
you, and bless you, and multiply 
you; he will also bless the fruit of 
your body and the fruit of your 
ground, your grain and your new 
wine and your oil, the increase 
of your cattle and the young of 
your flock, in the land which 
he swore to your fathers to give 
you.” Deuteronomy 7:6-13.

Yahweh has expressed His love 
for us by giving us the command-
ments, statutes, and ordinances. We 
must follow them like a path Yahweh 
has established, recognizing His 
Laws as an expression and recipro-
cation of our love to our Heavenly 
Father. This concept is supported 
in 1 John 5:3-4. “For this is the 
love of Yahweh, that we keep his 
commandments: and his com-
mandments are not grievous. For 
whatever is begotten of Yahweh 
overcomes the world: and this is 
the victory that has overcome the 
world, even our faith.”

When He appeared to Isaac in 
Genesis 26, Yahweh expressed 
a very interesting statement re-
garding His Laws. Notice that 
this passage greatly predates the 
giving of the Law at Sinai. “And 
Yahweh appeared unto him, 
and said, Go not down into 
Egypt; dwell in the land which 
I shall tell you of: Sojourn in 
this land, and I will be with 
you, and will bless you; for unto 
you, and unto your seed, I will 
give all these lands, and I will 
establish the oath which I swore 
unto Abraham your father; And 
I will multiply your seed as 
the stars of heaven, and will 

Continued from page 9.
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give unto your seed all these 
lands; and in your seed shall 
all the nations of the earth be 
blessed; BEcAuSE ABRAHAM 
OBEYED MY VOIcE, AND KEPT 
MY cHARGE, MY cOMMAND-
MENTS, MY STATuTES, AND 
MY LAWS. And Isaac dwelt in 
Gerar:” Genesis 26:2-6.

Here we discover that Yahweh 
reminded Isaac, the son of Abraham, 
that Yahweh would establish the 
oath with him, because Abraham 
obeyed the commandments, laws, 
statutes, and kept Yahweh’s charge 
(commission). Should we not, as the 
spiritual children of Abraham today, 
do as did Abraham, so that we also 
can enter into Yahweh’s Covenant? 
Notice again Deuteronomy 7:6-13. 
Before his Maker, Abraham was 
called righteous and perfect, because 
he obeyed Yahweh’s commandments. 
Was this before Sinai? Surely!

Paul also was an obedient com-
mandment keeper and kept the 
seventh-day Sabbath. But do Chr-
stian groups accept this witness, or 
do they twist Paul’s writings?

“And Paul, as was his custom, 
went in to them, and for three 
sabbath days reasoned with 
them from the scriptures,” Acts 
17:2. People wrongly contend that 
the word custom means that it was 
just something he did personally, 
without any direction from the Law 
of Yahweh. However, they ignore 
Acts 15, verses 1 and 5. If Chr-stians 
equate the custom of Moses in Acts 
15:1 with the Law of Yahweh, then 
they must equate the same word 
(custom) in Acts 17:2 with the word 
Law as well.

We cannot be inconsistent in our 
interpretation of the sacred text. We 
must harmonize all passages, and 
when we do, it becomes obvious that 
the reason for the Apostle Paul’s ha-
bitual attendance at the synagogue 
on the Sabbath day was to search 
the Scriptures and teach Yahweh’s 
Truth to whomever would listen. His 
life was an example of a new Cov-
enant believer’s converted attitude. 
He had integrated Yahweh’s Law 
into his mind and soul to the point 
where it was a custom, a habit (a 

natural part of himself) 
to obey, because he was 
expressing affection and 
reciprocating his love for 
his Heavenly Father.

The Relationship 
of the Biblical 

Law to the 
Ancient codes
One must face the fact 

that the commandments 
of Yahweh are totally 
adequate to govern any 
nation. Historians allow 
their beliefs in evolution 
to influence their at-
tempts to prove that the 
Ur-nammu, Lipit-Ishtar, 
and Hammurabi law 
codes evolved with man 
and were later adopted 
by the Israelites when 
they became a nation. 
When compared to the 
Laws of Yahweh, these 

law codes many times show that 
the strictness and judgment of 
punishment was lessened, rather 
than strengthened. We find written 
in the Hammurabi Code: “If a man 
has struck his father, one shall cut 
off his hands.” In Exodus 21:15 we 
read, “And he that attacks his 
father, or his mother, shall be 
surely put to death.” In the book, 
Old Testament history by Charles 
Pfeiffer, the author makes the fol-
lowing statement: “The Hammurabi 
law code was purely civil in applica‑
tion. Although mention is made of 
religious function . . . the code itself 
pertains entirely to the regulation of 
human conduct on the ethical plane. 
Conversely, the Mosaic law has both 
moral and religious aspects as well 
as of those of a strictly civil nature. 
Comparison between the biblical and 
Hammurabi code can be made on the 
level of the regulations which both 
impress on society. ONLY THE IS‑
RAELITE CODE HAS A SPECIAL 
RELIGIOUS MOTIVATION.”

Surely, entropy is evident in the 
ethical law codes of the ancient 

A copy of the Torah (Yahweh’s Laws—the Pentateuch, or five books 
of Moses). The term “torah” means a way of life taught by the Law of 
Yahweh.
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nations. Humanly speaking, man 
wants to liberalize doctrine rather 
than strengthen it. (Remember, the 
tendency of Adam’s descendants was 
to drift away from True Worship.) If 
the Israelites had indeed borrowed 
these laws, the laws would not have 
become more explicit and strict, 
but rather would be more diluted, 
weak, and liberal. In Ezekiel 18:29 
we read, “Yet says the house of 
Israel, The way of Yahweh is 
not equal. O house of Israel, are 
not my ways equal? Are not your 
ways unequal?”

Interestingly, the ancient secular 
law codes are unfair, as the follow-
ing quote demonstrates clearly. It is 
Yahweh’s Laws that are righteous. 

The Ur-nammu law 
code reads: “A woman 
accused of immoral‑
ity is cast into the 
river which acts as 
her judge. If the river 
receives her (i.e., she 
drowns), her guilt is 
considered self‑evident. 
On the other hand, if 
she swims to shore, 
she is deemed inno‑
cent.” Therefore, any 
good swimmer could 
conceivably commit 
adultery and get away 
with it.

These secular law 
codes also have con-
cessions for the rich, 
while the poor must 
pay  more  dear ly. 
Yahweh instructs 
that the judge must 
never respect per-
sons, but must judge 
fairly, whether the 
case in question re-
gards rich or poor, 
young or old. Yahweh 
is a consistent Judge. 
His Son, Yahshua the 
Messiah, judges ac-
cording to the heart, 
not by the outward 
appearance, or mate-
rial wealth. Yahweh’s 

true ministers follow this direc-
tive.

conclusion
If you wish to find consistency 

in the interpretation of the sacred 
text, your ultimate destination 
today in finding True Worship 
will bring you to the Assemblies 
of Yahweh. The Law of Yahweh 
was given to Adam and passed 
down from generation to genera-
tion. “And you shall teach them 
diligently to your children, and 
shall talk of them when you 
sit in your house, when you 
walk by the way, when you lie 
down, and when you rise up.” 

Deuteronomy 6:7. Israel was given 
Yahweh’s Laws to witness them 
to the nations, Psalm 147:19-20. 
Yahweh, therefore, wants His Law 
to be obeyed by all mankind.

It is our responsibility to study 
and harmonize the entire Bible 
rather than sectionalizing, split-
ting, splintering, rationalizing, and 
forcing our personal interpretations 
upon the inspired text. Many of 
the Laws found in the Covenant 
of Exodus are obeyed from the 
time of Adam. Yahweh, when He 
conveyed the Law to Israel at Mt. 
Sinai, was explaining the specific 
conditions of that Covenant which 
had already been passed down by 
our forefathers. In no way was it 
a new Law, but a restatement to 
Israel so they could enter into the 
Covenant with Yahweh and qualify 
to enter the Promised Land. Israel 
was forgetful. Israel had to hear 
the conditions of that Covenant 
before they would vow to live by it. 
A good example of the disobedience 
of ancient Israel is found in Exodus 
chapter 16, before the Law was ever 
given at Mt. Sinai.

“This is the thing which 
Yahweh has commanded, Gath-
er of it every man according 
to his eating; an omer a head, 
according to the number of 
your persons, shall you take 
it, every man for them that are 
in his tent. And the children 
of Israel did so, and gathered 
some more, some less. And 
when they measured it with an 
omer, he that gathered much 
had nothing over, and he that 
gathered little had no lack; they 
gathered every man according 
to his eating. And Moses said 
to them, Let no man leave of 
it until the morning. However 
they listened not to Moses; but 
some of them kept part of it 
until the morning and it bred 
worms, and became foul: and 
Moses was angry with them. 

“And they gathered it morn-
ing by morning, every man 
according to his eating: and 

The top of the stele containing the Code of Hammurrabi 
shows him receiving the code from his Baal. Yahweh’s Law 
includes both moral and religious laws, not just a civil code  
as the Hammurrabi code did. 
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when the sun grew hot, it melt-
ed. And it came to pass, that 
on the sixth day they gathered 
twice as much bread, two omers 
for each one: and all the rulers 
of the congregation came and 
told Moses. And he said unto 
them, This is what Yahweh has 
spoken, tomorrow is a solemn 
rest, a holy Sabbath to Yahweh: 
bake what you will bake, and 
boil what you will boil; and 
all that remains over save it 
to be kept until the morning. 
And they saved it until the 
morning, as Moses commanded: 
and it did not become foul, 
neither was there any worm 
in it. And Moses said, Eat that 
today; for today is a Sabbath 
to Yahweh: today you shall not 
find it in the field. Six days 
you shall gather it; but on the 
seventh day is the Sabbath, in 
it there shall be none. And it 
came to pass on the seventh 
day, that there went out some 
of the people to gather, and 
they found none. And Yahweh 
said to Moses, How long will 
you refuse to keep my com-
mandments and my laws? See, 
because Yahweh has given you 
the Sabbath, therefore he gives 
you on the sixth day the bread 
of two days; remain you every 
man in his place, let no man 
go out of his place on the sev-
enth day. So the people rested 
on the seventh day.”

Moses gave the commandment to 
Israel to gather the manna six days 
and abstain from gathering on the 
seventh. However, just as some did 
in verse 20, others rebelled against 
him again in not making adequate 
preparations for the seventh-day 
Sabbath. Notice especially what 
Yahweh tells Moses concerning the 
children of Israel. “And Yahweh 
said to Moses, HOW LONG WILL 
YOu REFuSE TO KEEP MY 
cOMMANDMENTS AND MY 
LAWS?” Exodus 16:28. We must 
realize that this verse was spoken 
by Yahweh before He gave the Law 

at Sinai! What laws and command-
ments is Almighty Yahweh referring 
to? Obviously, the Law of Yahweh far 
predated Sinai. In Exodus 16, the 
Sabbath commandment provided a 
test to determine who would obey 
Yahweh’s commandments. It is only 

through the stubbornness and stiff-
neckedness of unrepentant people 
that this “idea” that the Law was 
manufactured at Sinai is propa-
gated. These misled individuals 
proclaim themselves to be servants 
of the Most High, yet teach this 
false doctrine that Yahweh’s Law 
only applied from Sinai to the time 
of the Messiah. Actually, the error 
of dispensationalism had much to 
do with the wrong division of the 
Word.

Yahweh has never allowed man-
kind, His people, to be ungoverned by 
Laws. In these New Covenant times, 
it remains just as important to ob-
serve the Laws of the Torah as during 
the time when Israel was preparing 
to enter the Promised Land.

The commandments of Yahweh 
were never done away with. “For 
I, Yahweh, change not . . . ” 
Malachi 3:6. We, as True Believ-
ers, must firmly adhere to the 
Law Yahweh has instituted, the 
Law our forefathers vowed to obey, 
and which their physical chil-
dren willfully rejected. We must 
always live by this Law, because 
in it remains a test of obedience 
to see who will be saved through 
Yahshua the Messiah. Notice 
Hebrews 13:8 in relation to the 
Scripture above.

“What shall we say then? Is 
the law sin? By no means -- how-
ever, I had not known sin, except 
through the law: for I had not 
known coveting, except the law 
had said, You shall not covet: but 
sin, finding occasion, worked in 
me through the commandment 
all manner of coveting: for apart 
from the law sin is dead. . . . So 
that the law is holy, and the com-
mandment holy, and righteous, 
and good.” Romans 7:7-8, 12.

Remember, the above words were 
written by the so-called “no-Law 
Apostle,” the Apostle Paul. Truly, 
Paul taught Yahweh’s Law. He 
strongly taught against breaking 
the Law, Romans 3:31. He taught 
against the Law of sin, Romans 
7:25. “I thank Yahweh through 
Yahshua the Messiah our Mas-
ter. So then I of myself with the 
mind, indeed, serve the law of 
Yahweh; but with the flesh the 
law of sin.” Then, He tells us that 
we must mortify our sins, or deeds of 
the flesh, or we shall eternally die. 
Paul mentions frequently in his min-
istry how he constantly sought to be 
more spiritual, and reject the fleshly 
carnal nature. When harmonizing 
those texts with the above-quoted 
passage, it becomes plain that Paul 
was telling us that he was trying 
to become MOrE OBEDIENT to 
yahweh’s spiritual Law!

Long before the Law of Yahweh 
was codified at Sinai, the Old Tes-
tament people knew it was sin to 
break it. Adam and Eve broke four 
of the Ten Commandments by taking 
and eating the fruit of the tree of 
“knowing good and knowing evil.” 
But, by extension, Jacob (James) 
tells us they broke every com-
mandment, Jacob 2:10-12. Joseph 
called adultery sin. Sin is defined 
in Leviticus 4. That definition has 
not changed, 1 John 3:4.

Who will you believe—Yahweh 
and His Word, or a man-made 
doctrinal teaching? Your final 
conclusion will mean life or death 
to you. Choose life, Deuteronomy 
30:15-20.                        snb 
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from groups and individuals who 
are teaching error.

The religious hobbyists only 
seem to practice their religion on 
a part-time basis and, then, only 
when it becomes convenient for 
them to be bothered with religion, 
or when necessity demands that 
they have religious observances. 
These people are compromisers, 
who are not averse to watering 
down doctrine merely for the sake 
of gaining numbers and popularity. 
They are never able to take a strong 
stand and defend doctrine, because 

their knowledge of the Word is 
shallow, and they know that they 
are incapable of proving their point 
conclusively.

Time Is Short!
I hope those who are reading 

this article are not religious hob-
byists! Time is too short to chase 
rainbows, because while someone 
is chasing that elusive pot of gold 
at the end of the rainbow he could 
be doing something constructive 
for Yahweh. He could be studying 
the Bible, researching deeply into 
what it says, and then, when he 
has proved sound doctrine, he 
should begin to OBEY what he has 
learned.

Are you a religious hobbyist? This 
might sound like a peculiar term to 
use for someone who is interested 
in religion, but, nevertheless, such 
people do indeed exist. They are 
people who never act on what they 
have learned. They never seem to 
be able to isolate Bible Truth from 
error and then live and defend the 
Truth.

These religious hobbyists float 
from group to group, seeking some-
thing, but they never seem to find 
what they are seeking. They only 
dabble in religion. They remain in 
perpetual confusion, because they 
cannot isolate truth. Possibly they 
have no great desire to isolate truth 
and follow it, because Yahweh’s 
Truth would, in turn, isolate them 

Are You A 
religious HobbYist?

by
Elder Jacob O. Meyer
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Paul cautions us in Ephesians 
4:14-15, “That we may no longer 
be children, tossed to and fro and 
carried about with every wind of 
doctrine, by the sleight of men, 
in craftiness, after the wiles of 
error; but speaking the truth in 
love, may grow up in all things 
into him, who is the head, even 
the Messiah.”

How many people today are de-
ceived when they do not thoroughly 
test the doctrines which they have 
accepted? A published article or 
booklet may seem very plausible, a 
speaker may be very eloquent and 
persuasive, a doctrine may seem 
logical and accurate, but if it will 
not stand the test of the Word of 
Yahweh it will have to be discarded 
as erroneous. How many people read 
an article and never even open their 
Bibles to verify from the pages of the 
Word if it is teaching sound doctrine, 
or if it is in fact quoting the correct 
context of the Bible?

We have a startling exhortation 
from the very mouth of Yahweh in 
the book of the prophet Jeremiah, 
chapter 23, verses 30-32.

This direction from Almighty 
Yahweh should be applied to each 
one of the myriads of messages on 
the Scriptures which are presently 
going out across the length and 
breadth of this land. “Therefore, 
behold, I am against the proph-
ets, says Yahweh, that steal my 

words every one 
from his neigh-
bor. Behold, I 
am against the 
prophets, says 
Yahweh, that use 
their tongues, 
and say, He says. 
Behold, I am 
against them 
that prophesy 
lying dreams, 
says Yahweh, 
and do tell them, 
and cause my 
people to err by 
their lies, and 
by their vain 

boasting: yet I sent them not, 
nor commanded them; neither 
do they profit this people at all, 
says Yahweh.” This passage is quite 
enlightening, especially when you 
read the entire context and see that 
some of these prophets are declaring 
false dreams to cause the people of 
Yahweh to forget His Name! But, 
sadly, how many people are swayed 
by self-proclaimed prophets and 
apostles who through boasting have 
caused people to fall from the Truth 
into erroneous doctrines which are 
not from Yahweh?

Many noted radio ministers are 
making merchandise from religion, 
and they are not proclaiming the 
message of the Bible—the whole 
counsel of Yahweh. Too often, when 
reckless boasting and prophecy 
are given by a minister, no one 
remembers that instance if the 
prophecy doesn’t come to pass in 
fulfillment. Pitfalls such as this 
could be avoided if each person 
would study the Bible diligently 
as we are commanded to do by 
Almighty Yahweh.

You will recall in Matthew 7:13-
14, how Yahshua the Messiah tells 
us that we are to enter into the 
narrow gate and the narrow way, 
because many people will find the 
broad way. Here we see that there 
are two distinct paths which we can 
follow, each ending at a diametrically 
opposite destination. One path leads 

to everlasting life, while the other 
path leads to destruction.

In this same passage, which is 
known as the Sermon on the Mount, 
we find that the Messiah informs us 
that no man can serve two masters, 
for either he will love the one and 
hate the other, or he will stick with 
the one and despise the other. You 
can read this passage in Matthew 
6:24.

If you are a diligent Bible student, 
and not merely a religious hobbyist, 
you will see that this truism can be 
carried into the teaching of HOW 
MANY NAMES YOU CAN CALL 
THE ALMIGHTY. Your own Bible 
declares UNEQUIVOCALLY that 
THE ALMIGHTY HAS ONLY ONE 
NAME. No man can serve two mas-
ters, and each person must choose 
the Mighty One that he wishes to 
serve.

Israel Became Hobbyists
In 1 Kings 18, the nation of 

Israel, the 10 northern tribes, had 
become religious hobbyists. They 
had allowed the worship of Baal to 
corrupt the pure worship of Almighty 
Yahweh. They had introduced for-
eign theology into their worship 
until Israel no longer knew who 
was the True Mighty One. Elijah 
the prophet called Israel together 
to witness a contest on Mount 
Carmel between the priests of the 
foreign Baal worship and himself 
as Yahweh’s representative. When 
Israel appeared on the prearranged 
day, Elijah confronted them with 
the question: “ . . . How long will 
you go limping between the two 
sides? If Yahweh is Elohim, fol-
low him; but if Baal, then follow 
him. . . .” (1 Kings 18:21).

Only a sickening silence hung 
over the people. The Israelites could 
not force themselves to make a de-
cision. They knew that if they did 
make a choice between Yahweh and 
Baal, it would force them to separate 
themselves from all of the popular 
worship in which the surrounding 
nations engaged.

GET OFF ThaT FENCE!
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This statue, which 
depicts the prophet 
EliYah slaying the 
priests of Baal, stands 
atop Mt. Carmel. 
The actual contest 
 between the prophet 
of Yahweh and the 
priests of Baal and 
Asherah took place 
some distance away. 
EliYah killed the 
pagan priests at the 
River Kishon, at the 
base of the moun-
tain.

EliYah proposed a test to aid 
Israel in deciding which Mighty 
One was the living Mighty One. He 
proposed that Israel should worship 
the Mighty One who would answer 
the prayers of His people and would 
declare Himself by sending down 
from heaven fire to consume the 
prepared sacrifice.

All day long, the priests of Baal 
and the prophets of Asherah im-
plored their mighty ones to reply to 
their petitions. They cried loud and 
long in asking for the recognition 
of the Almighty, whom they called 
Baal, which in an English transla-
tion means “l-rd.” They jumped over 
the altar, and they cut themselves 
with knives until the blood gushed 
out upon them into a slimy, gory 
mess. At noon, EliYah mocked them 
and urged them not to become weary 
in their playing at religion. Still no 
answer came after all the demonia-
cal commotion which 850 emotional 
men could arouse.

Then it was EliYah’s turn. 
Calmly, he rebuilt the altar of 
Yahweh which had fallen into 
disrepair. He took twelve stones, 
symbolic of the twelve tribes of 
Israel, and he reconstructed the 
altar of Yahweh. Then he pre-
pared the sacrifice and offered 
a heart-rending prayer of faith 
to the Heavenly Father, that 
Yahweh would immediately prove 
Himself to His people Israel and 
that EliYah was the servant of 
Yahweh. Almighty Yahweh heard 
and answered the prayer with fire 
from heaven. Upon seeing this 
supernatural phenomenon, Israel 
fell on their faces in worship and 
declared in a unified voice, “ . . . 
Yahweh, he is Elohim; Yahweh, 
he is Elohim.”

EliYah Has Returned
What will it take to shake 

you out of your complacency and 

indifference? No man can serve 
two masters. Did the Almighty 
Heavenly Father err when He 
declared His Name in His Word? 
He said His Name is, and always 
will be, Yahweh. You can indeed 
try to serve two different masters, 
or you can determine to begin to 
obey the True and Living Mighty 
One. Your own Bible informs you 
that just before the coming of the 
great and dreadful day of Yahweh, 
the Heavenly Father would send 
another EliYah the prophet to 
this earth to warn the people of 
impending judgment. That EliYah 
is here right now, and you may 
become acquainted personally with 
the people who are fulfilling this 
prophecy. That group of people 
sending forth the last warning 
message, the group that is seek-
ing to restore True Worship and 
rebuild the altar of Yahweh, is 
none other than the Assemblies 
of Yahweh. We are seeking the old 
paths, wherein is the good way, 
and we are living in the Narrow 
Way of His Covenant Law! We are 
teaching the truth of the Sacred 
Name doctrine and proclaiming to 
the world that Almighty Yahweh 
is the True Mighty One.

The world is becoming more wick-
ed with each passing day. Crime and 
violence have culminated in legal-
ized abortions in our land. Can you 
imagine that your Bible prophesied 
this situation thousands of years 
ago? Read Jeremiah 2:34, “Also in 
your skirts is found the blood of 
the souls of the innocent poor: 
you did not find them breaking 
in; but it is because of all these 
things.”

How long do you suppose that 
our Father in heaven will remain 
silent under these deplorable 
conditions? You had better get off 
the fence if you are a religious 
hobbyist! Begin to seek the truth 
of the Scriptures, serving the Al-
mighty Being Who created this 
universe, and inaugurate a per-
sonal relationship with Him Whose 
Name is Yahweh.                  snb
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