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This month's cover is taken of dates that are found throughout Israel. The dates from 
Judea were renown through the Roman Empire two millennia ago. They were a staple fruit 

in the diet of Israelites and Jews 
for thousands of years. 

Psalm 92, the Psalm for 
the Sabbath Day, gives us 
great encouragement that a 
special blessing is given to the 
righteous—those who keep the 
commandments of Yahweh—
that they shall flourish like the 
(date) palm tree and still bring 
forth fruit in old age. 

"A faithful man shall in-
crease with blessings; But he 
that makes haste to be rich 
shall not be unpunished." 
(Proverbs 28:20). If we are faith‑
ful to Father Yahweh, He has 
promised that He will bless us 
with long life and show us His 
salvation. "With long life will 
I satisfy him, and show him 
my salvation." (Psalm 91:16).

"Blessed are they that do 
his commandments, that 
they may have right to the 
tree of life, and may enter 
in by the gates into the city." 
(Revelation 22:14).

What will be your reward?
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by Elder Jacob O. Meyer
People seldom question the 

lifestyle into which they were 
born and raised. This becomes 
especially true with regard to the 
holidays that the world observes. 
Most people consider the American 
Thanksgiving Day observance to 
be merely a joyful family occasion. 
Since many religious organizations 

conduct a service of some kind 
on that day, religious people may 
tend to believe that its observance 
can be supported from the Sacred 
Scriptures. Few people ever ques-

tion whether it is genuine.
However, the true Bible student 

will be sincerely interested to 
learn the facts regarding the ob-
servance of every worldly holiday 
so that he can regulate his life to 
be in harmony and obedience to 
Yahweh’s commandments.

When the time approaches for 

Which 
Thanksgiving:

Yahweh's or Man's?
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the national American Thanksgiv-
ing Day, people tend to discuss it 
frequently; consequently, when 
the author remarks in conversa-
tion that he has already observed 
Thanksgiving, people tend to 
express some surprise. “How can 
this be?” they wonder. “Are there 
two Thanksgiving Days?”

Obviously, those who know the 
Bible recognize that Almighty 
Yahweh has legislated the obser-
vance of His Feast of Tabernacles. 
Yahweh commands in Leviticus 
23:33-44 that a festival of seven 
days, with an additional eighth 
day called the Last Great Day 
of the Feast, should be set aside 
to thank and praise Him for His 
abundant blessings. Almighty 
Yahweh has sanctified that time 
period for worship. Mankind can-

not arbitrarily change Yahweh’s 
commandments.

Few people in the world un-
derstand very much about the 
observance of the biblical holy days 
of Leviticus 23. They will observe 
worldly holidays unquestioningly, 
rather than the sanctified holy 
days Almighty Yahweh has speci-
fied in His holy Word for worship. 
Such a paradox is quite shocking!

Why not observe the sacred 
seasons that Almighty Yahweh 
has legislated in His Word— the 
inspired Scriptures? Why observe 
any holidays for which there is 
absolutely no biblical support?

Significantly, it appears as 
though the Canadians are living 
closer to the Scriptures than are 
the Americans, since the Thanks-
giving Day of Canada is generally 

observed around the beginning of 
October, a date frequently corre-
sponding to the scriptural Feast 
of Tabernacles.

The First American 
Thanksgiving

Few people realize that the 
first American Thanksgiving ob-
served by the Pilgrims was not 
held near the end of November. 
When the Pilgrim fathers set 
foot on the soil of the new world 
in 1620, they found it a difficult 
prospect to establish themselves. 
That first winter, more than half 
of their number perished. Only six 
or seven of the Pilgrim men were 
not sick at the same time. Enemies 
could easily have destroyed the 
entire colony.

In the spring, friendly native 

Some historians believe that this observance emulated the 
harvest home festival observed in England, but others, 
who are more committed students of the Bible, believe 
that it evidently reflected the Truth of the Sacred Scriptures, 
an observance of the Feast of Tabernacles, which the 
original Pilgrims strongly supported.
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Indians, named Samoset, Squanto, 
and the great Chief Massasoit 
assisted the Pilgrims to establish 
themselves in this new land. They 
taught them how to plant some of 
their native corn. A sumptuous 
harvest was reaped, sufficient to 
maintain them for their second 
winter.

To give thanks to the Providence 
of Heaven, Governor William 
Bradford sent out a number of 
the colonists to shoot game so 
that a thanksgiving observance 
could be held. When the native 
Indians heard about this thanks-
giving feast, they brought deer 
and popcorn and heartily joined 
in the festivities. Over a period of 
several days, the assembled throng 
feasted. Some historians believe 
that this observance emulated the 
harvest home festival observed in 
England, but others, who are more 
committed students of the Bible, 
believe that it evidently reflected 
the Truth of the Sacred Scrip-
tures, an observance of the Feast 
of Tabernacles, which the original 
Pilgrims strongly supported.

Few people realize that the first 
Thanksgiving was not held near 
the end of November as it is today. 
Although little school children 
draw pictures of Pilgrims at the 
national Thanksgiving time (which 
today is always held on the fourth 
Thursday of November), reference 
works such as the Encyclopedia 
Britannica and the World Book 
Encyclopedia explain that the 
original thanksgiving observance 
at Plymouth, Massachusetts, was 
observed October 3-6, 1621. It is 
evident that it was observed soon 
after the harvest had been stored 
away. Although no record of a 
religious service appears, history 
could be incomplete and worship 
services to thank the Almighty 
One in heaven for His blessings 
may have been conducted.

Governor Bradford remarked 

that the first thanksgiving feast 
was prepared to include “as much 
fowle as with a little helpe beside, 
serve the company almost a weeke” 
(sic).

Over a period of about 50 years, 
20 additional thanksgiving festi-
vals were observed in Plymouth, 
Massachusetts.

In 1789, the Congress of the 
United States recommended that 
a universal Thanksgiving Day 
be designated. President George 
Washington appointed Thursday, 
November 26, as the national 
American Thanksgiving Day. How-
ever, various states subsequently 
began observing different days 
until, just prior to the Civil War, 
it seemed that each state observed 
its Thanksgiving Day on a differ-
ent day, but all of these seemed 
to fall in November.

Some historians assert that 
Thanksgiving Day appears to be 
a Puritan (Pilgrim) substitute for 
Chr-stmas. They believe that the 
Puritans abolished Chr-stmas as 
a hateful relic of popery, and they 
established Thanksgiving Day as 
a Puritan festival to replace it.

“The distaste for Chr‑stmas 
among the Puritans may very 
possibly have helped to establish 
Thanksgiving as a national festi‑
val. There are even today certain 
people who regard Chr‑stmas as 
a strictly heathen holiday. But, 
we can be absolutely certain that 
Thanksgiving had its true incep‑
tion in 1621 when 55 grateful men 
and women surrounded by 90 
painted Indians gave thanks for 
the corn and the fowl upon which 
they feasted.” (Lillian Eichler, The 
Customs of Mankind, Double-
day, Page, and Company: Garden 
City, New York, 1924.)

The current establishment of 
Thanksgiving Day dates from the 
year 1863. Mrs. Sarah J. Hale, 
editor of Ladies’ Magazine wrote 
to President Abraham Lincoln 

suggesting the designation of a 
day of thanksgiving for the entire 
nation. On October 3, 1863, he 
issued the first national Thanks-
giving proclamation setting the 
last Thursday of November as the 
date. Each succeeding President 
has repeated this proclamation. 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
in 1939 moved the Thanksgiv-
ing Day celebration forward to 
the third Thursday of November 
to assist merchants during the 
Great Depression by extending 
the Chr-stmas shopping season. 
(Traditionally, the Chr-stmas shop-
ping season begins the day after 
Thanksgiving Day, called “Black 
Friday,” because the large amount 
of sales usually moves businesses 
from the red [deficit]side of the 
ledger to the black [positive] side.)

A joint Congressional resolution 
approved by President Roosevelt 
on December 26, 1941, fixed a 
permanent date for Thanksgiv-
ing Day as the fourth Thursday 
of November.

Biblical References  
Offer Evidence

While Almighty Yahweh has 
legislated in His Word that His 
people faithfully observe the Feast 
of Tabernacles in the seventh 
scriptural month, mankind cannot 
arbitrarily change such a directive.

The Feast of Tabernacles was 
observed by ancient Israel from 
the time Yahweh gave His Law 
on Sinai at the exodus until the 
division of the tribes following 
the reign of Solomon. Then the 
10 northern tribes, known as the 
House of Israel, rebelled against 
the dynasty of David and seceded 
from the two southern tribes, 
known as the house of Judah.

Fearing that Israel would be 
persuaded to return to the Da-
vidic monarchy if they were to 
fall under the influence of the 
Aaronic priesthood serving at the 
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Temple in Jerusalem, Jeroboam, 
king of the 10 northern tribes, 
established shrines where his 
people could worship. The two 
major shrines, one at Bethel (about 
15 miles north of Jerusalem), the 
other at Dan (near the northern 
border with Lebanon), became the 
dominant places of worship where 
Jeroboam set up two golden calves.

In the scriptural account, we 
read, “And Jeroboam said in 
his heart, now will the king-
dom return to the house of 
David: if this people go up to 
offer sacrifices in the house 
of Yahweh at Jerusalem, then 
will the heart of this people 
turn again to their sovereign, 
even to Rehoboam king of 

Judah; and they will kill me, 
and return to Rehoboam king 
of Judah. And the king took 
counsel, and made two calves 
of gold; and he said to them, It 
is too much for you to go up to 
Jerusalem; behold your elohim, 
O Israel, which brought you up 
out of the land of Egypt. And 
he set the one in Beth-el, and 
the other he put in Dan. And 
this thing became a sin; for the 
people went to worship before 
the one, even to Dan. And he 
made houses of high places, 
and made priests from among 
all the people, that were not of 
the sons of Levi. And Jeroboam 
ordained a feast in the eighth 
month, on the fifteenth day of 

the month, like the feast that 
is in Judah, and he went up to 
the altar; so he did in Beth-el, 
sacrificing to the calves that 
he had made: and he placed 
in Beth-el the priests of the 
high places that he had made. 
And he went up to the altar 
which he had made in Beth-el 
ON THE FIFTEENTH DAY IN 
THE EIGHTH MONTH, even in 
the month which HE HAD DE-
VISED OF HIS OWN HEART: 
and HE ORDAINED A FEAST 
for the children of Israel, and 
went up to the altar, to burn 
incense.” (1 Kings 12:26–33).

Jeroboam apparently acted just 
like other monarchs of ancient 
Middle Eastern nations, believing 

The Assemblies of Yahweh observes the holy days of 
Leviticus chapter 23, which were legislated by our 

Heavenly Father. We try to eliminate all vestiges of the 
erroneous doctrines of men from our worship.
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that a unified national religion 
(religious syncretism) would unite 
his nation.

The Israelites were instructed to 
go to Jerusalem to worship during 
the three pilgrim feasts. Each fall, 
at Tabernacles time, the Israelites 
would make their journey from 
the north to Jerusalem. Jeroboam 
intended to intercept them on 
their route before they arrived in 
Jerusalem so they would not fall 
under the influence of Yahweh’s 
faithful priesthood. Therefore, he 
issued the proclamation that his 
people should worship at Bethel or 
Dan. When Jeroboam announced 
that he would observe the fif-
teenth day of the eighth month 
as the national thanksgiving day 
of Israel, RATHER THAN DUR-
ING THE SEVENTH MONTH, 
those who were not faithfully 
committed to the True Worship 
of Almighty Yahweh followed this 
governmental decree. It 
became a sin, because 
Yahweh’s Word was 
rejected, eventually 
becoming a prime con-
tributing factor to the 
disintegration of the 
House of Israel, because 
they no longer obeyed 
the Law of Almighty 
Yahweh.

In 1999, Yahweh’s 
Feast of Tabernacles 
was observed by the 
Assemblies of Yahweh, 
September 25–October 
1, with the Last Great 
Day falling on October 
2. That year (1999) 
Yahweh’s holy days 
were fairly early. The 
next year (2000) the 
Feast of Tabernacles 
was observed later, 
October 13–20. The 
fifteenth to the twenty-
second day of the eighth 
scriptural month would 

have been on November 12-19. 
November 25 was the national 
American Thanksgiving Day, less 
than one week later! In 1978, and 
some other years previous to that, 
the national Thanksgiving Day 
actually fell during the time des-
ignated in the eighth scriptural 
month for Jeroboam’s feast! 

In 2005, the Jews observed 
the Feast the Feast of Taber-
nacles (sukkoth) from October 18 
through 26. The American Na-
tional Thanksgiving was observed 
on November 24. The 15th day of 
the eighth scriptural month on the 
Jewish calendar was November 18. 
The national American Thanks-
giving Day was then on the 20th 
day of the eighth month on the 
Jewish calendar.

In 2005, the Assemblies of 
Yahweh mission to Israel found 
the green heads of barley in a 
field near Beersheva on March 

8. The new moon was sighted in 
Israel on the evening of March 11, 
making March 12 new year day. 
Therefore, the seventh scriptural 
month, according to the biblical 
commandments, was one month 
earlier than on the Jewish cal-
endar—from September 5-October 
4. The Assemblies of Yahweh 
organization observed the Feast 
of Tabernacles correctly from 
September 19-26.

The Assemblies of Yahweh ob-
serves the holy days of Leviticus 
chapter 23, which were legislated 
by our Heavenly Father. We try 
to eliminate all vestiges of the 
erroneous doctrines of men from 
our worship.

In Hosea chapter 2, we find a 
very strong reason not to observe 
the national Thanksgiving Day, 
since we realize that the Ameri-
can presidents always have used 
the surrogate pagan names for 
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the Almighty when making their 
proclamation.

“For she did not know that 
I gave her the grain, and the 
new wine, and the oil, and 
multiplied to her silver and 
gold, WHICH THEY USED 
FOR BAAL. Therefore will I 
take back my grain in the time 
of it, and my new wine in the 
season of it, and will pluck 
away my wool and my flax 
which should have covered her 
nakedness. And now will I un-
cover her lewdness in the sight 
of her lovers, and none shall 
deliver her out of my hand. I 

will also cause all her mirth 
TO CEASE, HER FEASTS, her 
new moons, and her sabbaths, 
and all her solemn assemblies. 
And I will lay waste her vines 
and her fig-trees, of which she 
has said, These are my hire 
that my lovers have given me; 
and I will make them a forest, 
and the beasts of the field shall 
eat them. And I will visit upon 
her the days of the Baalim, 
to which she burned incense, 
when she decked herself with 
her earrings and her jewels, 
and went after her lovers, and 
forgot me, says Yahweh.

Remember that Almighty Yahweh 
speaks with authority in 

His Covenant Law 
(His commandments, statutes,  

and judgments). 
He commands that His True 

Worshipers worship in His Name, 
Yahweh Elohim....

“Therefore, behold, I will 
allure her, and bring her into 
the wilderness, and speak com-
fortably to her.” (Hosea 2:8–14).

Have these Scriptures spoken 
to your heart? We hope so! Re-
member that Almighty Yahweh 
speaks with authority in His 
Covenant Law (His command-
ments, statutes, and judgments). 
He commands that His True 
Worshipers worship in His Name, 
Yahweh Elohim; therefore, we 
find a second strong reason which 
prohibits us from celebrating the 
national American Thanksgiving 
Day—because thanks for blessings 
are given to the name of a pagan 
idol. Turn to Hosea 2:16-17, where 
the center-column references in 
most Bibles render the term Baal 
as Lord.

Why not decide now to observe 
Yahweh’s scriptural holy days? 
For more information on this 
significant subject, write to: As-
semblies of Yahweh, PO Box C, 
Bethel, PA 19507. The articles on 
Yahweh’s holy days will be sent 
free of charge upon receiving your 
request. 

If you have not studied Yahweh’s 
inspired method for calculating time and the 

annual calendar, you need to read this article.
Write today for this in‑depth study of 

Yahweh’s Calendar in the Heavens. 
It is free of charge! Do not delay. Write to:

ASSEMBLIES OF YAHWEH
PO Box C

Bethel, PA 19507
www.assembliesofyahweh.com
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Usually, when parents procreate 
twin children, the babies not only 
look like their parents but also 
show some similar characteristics 
to each other as they grow older. 
In the Old Testament book of 
Genesis, we find the story of a set 
of twins who were very different 
from each other.

Like his father Abraham, Isaac 
waited many years for a son. He 
knew that Almighty Yahweh’s 
Covenant with Abraham could 
not be fulfilled except through 
him and his children; however, 
as time went by, and Isaac saw 
that his wife Rebekah was barren, 

Unidentical Twins

he begged Yahweh for a child. In 
Genesis 25:21 we are told that 
Yahweh heard the prayer of Isaac, 
and Rebekah conceived. Later, as 
she felt within her the movements 
of struggling, Isaac’s wife asked 
Yahweh for an explanation. A very 
important prophecy was given to 
her: “Two nations are in your 
womb, and two peoples shall 
be separated from your bowels: 
And the one people shall be 
stronger than the other people; 
And the elder shall serve the 

younger.”
Just as predicted, twin sons 

were born to Isaac and Rebekah; 
nevertheless, they were born in a 
manner that was highly unusual. 
The first child, born red and hairy, 
was followed by the second, born 
smooth-skinned, who immediately 
grabbed the heel of the first! This 
surprising event prompted the 
name of Jacob (which means 
heel-grabber, or supplanter) for 
the second baby, while Esau or 
Edom (meaning red) was given to 
the firstborn. Once again, we see 
that Hebrew names intrinsically 
contain a great deal of meaning, 

by Elder Jacob O. Meyer
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for later we shall find that Jacob’s 
name will be changed to one with 
which we are all familiar—Israel!

However, we are getting ahead 
of our story. As the twins grew, 
it became obvious that they were 
very different in personality, to 
the point of being opposite in their 
inclinations. Esau was a man of 
the field—attracted to the joys 
of tracking, stalking, and hunt-
ing, in love with the chase and 
the kill. Jacob was more placid 
by nature—a thinker, given to 
being a shepherd and a caretaker 
of the flocks. While Esau felt at 
home under the open sky, Jacob 
felt drawn to the domestic life of 
a tent-dweller.

As sometimes happened in that 
region, a famine came upon the 
land in which Esau and Jacob 
made their home. One day, after 
another particularly unfruitful 
excursion with his weapons, Esau 
came upon his twin brother at 
home preparing a pot of lentil soup 
(or stew). How good it smelled! 
His mouth watering, his stomach 
yearning for food, Esau begged 
Jacob for some of his tempting 
meal. A shrewd look entered Ja-
cob’s eyes. “Sell me this day your 
birthright,” he demanded. Esau 
looked at the bowl of soup, so close 
to his fingertips. “What good shall 
this birthright do me when I am so 
near death anyway?” Esau’s ques-
tion was spoken more to himself 
than to anyone. He reached for 
the bowl of soup.

The decision Esau made was 
more far-reaching than he could 
ever have dreamed at that time. 
Genesis 25:33 reads, “And Jacob 
said, Swear to me first: and he 
swore unto him: and he sold his 
birthright unto Jacob.”

Hundreds of years later, the 
writer of Hebrews would refer to 
this one act and its consequences, 
labeling Esau as a “profane per-
son.” Just as personal names 

meant more 
to the He-
brews than 
they mean 
to most peo-
ple today, so 
the acquired 
rights of the 
f i r s t b o r n 
were  held 
i n  m u c h 
greater es-
teem. (See 
Firstborn , 
T h e  S a -
cred Name 
B r o a d -
c a s t e r , 
May 1974.) 
Esau turned 
his back on 
all of these 
pr iv ileges, 
c a re l e s s ly 
deeding them 
to his twin 
b r o t h e r 
Jacob.

However, 
E s a u  r e -
mained the 
favorite son of Isaac, and it was 
Isaac who would give the blessing. 
The years passed, and it would 
seem that the agreement made 
over the lentil soup was forgot-
ten, for Isaac called Esau to his 
side and told him to go hunting. 
Isaac’s favorite food was the tasty, 
savory venison that Esau knew 
how to prepare so expertly, and 
Isaac’s wish was to partake of 
this delicacy as he pronounced 
the blessing upon his eldest son. 
It so happened that Rebekah 
overheard this conversation, and 
she determined in her heart that 
Isaac’s blessing would go to none 
other than her favorite, Jacob. She 
quickly plotted a scheme to bring 
this to pass.

“Go now to the flock,” she 
commanded Jacob, “and bring 

me from there two good kids of 
the goats; and I will make them 
savory food for your father, 
such as he loves: And you shall 
bring it to your father, that he 
may eat, so that he may bless 
you before his death.” She also 
outlined a plan to make Jacob’s 
skin hairy like Esau’s, using goat 
skins, and Rebekah calmed Ja-
cob’s fears and objections, saying, 
“Upon me be any curse, my son: 
only obey my voice, and go bring 
me what I have asked.” With care 
and excitement, Jacob appeared 
before Isaac, hoping that the old 
man’s blindness would aid in this 
deception.

“Are you my son Esau?” Isaac 
asked. “I am,” Jacob replied. 
Warily, Isaac commented: “The 
voice is the voice of Jacob, but 
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the hands are the hands of Esau.” 
“Come near, that I may eat and 
bless you,” said Isaac, and, after 
eating, he spoke again. “Come 
near and kiss me, my son.” His 
heart pounding, Jacob kissed his 
father, and as Isaac smelled the 
pungent odor of the goat skins, 
he was satisfied that Esau stood 
before him. “See, the smell of my 
son is as the smell of a field 
which Yahweh has blessed: And 
Elohim give you of the dew of 
heaven, and the fatness of the 
earth, and plenty of grain and 
new wine: Let people serve you, 
and nations bow down to you: 
be mighty over your brethren, 
and let your mother’s sons bow 
down to you: Cursed be every 
one that curses you, and blessed 
be every one that blesses you.”

Just after 
Jacob left the 
t e n t ,  Esa u 
returned, hav-
ing prepared 
his father ’s 
venison, and 
p r e s e n t -
e d  h i m s el f 
t o  I s a a c . 
“ W h o  a r e 
you?” Isaac 
quest ioned, 
hearing the 
v o i c e  t h a t 
could only be-
long to Esau. 
“I am your 
s o n ,  y o u r 
f i r s t b o r n 
Esau.” Isaac 
then had to 
explain that 
Jacob had al-
ready received 
the blessing 
through sub-
tlety, and to 
Esau’s plea 
for an addi-
tional blessing 

he could only say, “Behold, of 
fatness of the earth shall be 
your dwelling, and of the dew 
of heaven from above; And by 
your sword shall you live, and 
shall serve your brother; and 
it shall come to pass when 
you shall break loose, that you 
shall shake his yoke from off 
your neck.”

The smoldering resentment that 
Esau had harbored toward Jacob 
was fanned into fiery hatred and 
desire for revenge. He vowed to 
kill his brother as soon as Isaac 
should pass on. Rebekah, hearing 
of this, warned Jacob to flee for 
his life, and hurriedly the prepa-
rations were made. Isaac gave 
Jacob a blessing as he sent him 
to his uncle Laban, warning him 
not to take any foreign wives as 

Esau had done.
Jacob and Esau were not des-

tined to meet again until 20 more 
years had passed, when Jacob 
returned to his earlier home, 
being forced to pass through the 
land near where his brother now 
lived. You may read this account 
in Genesis 32 and 33. We learn 
that Jacob’s name had just been 
changed to Israel when he con-
tended with a heavenly messenger, 
refusing to let Him go without first 
receiving a blessing. Here, again, 
Jacob shows great intelligence and 
shrewdness as he offers a tremen-
dous gift to Esau. Although these 
unidentical twins parted company 
in the region of Mt. Seir, each 
having established his own way 
of life, their descendants would 
also be in disagreement at a later 
date as the nation of Israel came 
into contact with the Edomites.

We cannot help but see the 
hand of Almighty Yahweh in these 
events, as the majestic plan for 
Israel was unfolding in its early 
stages. Esau, through despising 
his birthright, brought a terrible 
burden upon himself and his 
descendants, and by disobeying 
Yahweh’s Law and taking foreign 
wives, he only added to this debt of 
transgression. Jacob, on the other 
hand, shows us what can happen 
when a man acts wisely, alert 
to every opportunity within the 
boundaries of the Law of Yahweh.

Today, we realize that the bless-
ings offered to the firstborn can be 
OURS if we choose to take hold 
of them, blessings such as have 
never entered the mind of man, 
the greatest of these being ever-
lasting life. We must endure to the 
end in the Faith of Yahshua the 
Messiah (Matthew 24:13), keeping 
Yahweh’s Law (Matthew 5:17-20), 
lest we be found partakers of the 
curse of Esau, “Even as it is writ-
ten, Jacob I loved, but Esau I 
hated.” (Romans 9:13).
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“And the Pharisees and Sad-
ducees came, and trying him 
asked him to show them a sign 
from heaven. But he answered 
and said to them, When it is 
evening, you say, It will be fair 
weather: for the heaven is red. 
And in the morning, It will 

be foul weather today: for the 
heaven is red and overcast. You 
know how to discern the face of 
the heaven; but YOU CANNOT 
DISCERN THE SIGNS OF THE 
TIMES. An evil and adulter-
ous generation seeks after a 
sign; and there shall no sign 

be given to it, but the sign of 
Jonah. And he left them, and 
departed.” (Matthew 16:1-4).

“And a great sign was seen in 
heaven: a woman arrayed with 
the sun, and the moon under 
her feet, and on her head a 
crown of twelve stars; and she 
was with child; and she cries 
out, travailing in birth, and 
in pain to be delivered. And 
there was seen another sign in 
heaven: and behold, a GREAT 
RED DRAGON, having seven 
heads and ten horns, and on 
his heads seven diadems. And 
his tail draws the third part 
of the stars of heaven, and did 
cast them to the earth: and 
the dragon stands before the 
woman that is about to be deliv-
ered, that when she is delivered 
he may devour her child. And 
she was delivered of a son, a 
man child, who is to rule all 

PROPHETIC TRENDS today’s news in prophecy

Signs 
of the 
End Times



11The Sacred Name Broadcaster,  10/2023  

the nations with a rod of iron: 
and her child was caught away 
to Elohim, and to his throne. 
And the woman fled into the 
wilderness, where she has a 
place prepared of Elohim, that 
there they may nourish her a 
thousand two-hundred and 
sixty days. And there was war 
in heaven: Michael and his an-
gels going forth to war with the 
dragon; and the dragon warred 
and his angels; AND THEY 
PREVAILED NOT, neither was 
their place found any more in 
heaven. And the great dragon 
was cast down, the old serpent, 
he that is called the Devil and 
Satan, THE DECEIVER OF 
THE WHOLE WORLD; he was 
cast down to the earth, and 
his angels were cast down 
with him. And I heard a great 
voice in heaven, saying, Now 
is come the salvation, and the 

power, and the kingdom of our 
Elohim,and the authority of 
his Messiah: for the accuser of 
our brethren is cast down,who 
accuses them before our Elohim 
day and night. And they over-
came him because of the blood 
of the Lamb, And because of the 
word of their testimony; and 
they loved not their life even 
to death. Therefore rejoice, Oh 
heavens, and you that dwell in 
them. WOE FOR THE EARTH 
AND FOR THE SEA: BECAUSE 
THE DEVIL IS GONE DOWN 
TO YOU, HAVING GREAT 
WRATH, KNOWING THAT HE 
HAS BUT A SHORT TIME.” 
(Revelation 12:1-12).

“Shall the trumpet be blown 
in a city, and the people not 
be afraid? Shall evil happen 
to a city, and Yahweh has not 
done it? Surely the Sovereign 
Yahweh will do nothing, except 

he reveals his secret to his ser-
vants the prophets. The lion 
has roared; who will not fear? 
The Sovereign Yahweh has spo-
ken; who can but prophesy?” 
(Amos 3:6-8).

Signs of the Times
The first Scripture, which we 

cited, Matthew 16:1-4, should mo-
tivate all True Worshipers to pay 
closer attention to what is going 
on around them in these last days. 
Few people are concerned, except 
with their own personal, little 
world (which is in their immediate 
vicinity). However, Yahshua the 
Messiah warns that the religious 
authorities could not comprehend 
the signs of the times (undoubt-
edly also including our modern 
times too), implying that we, the 
True Worshipers, Yahweh’s people, 
must remain AWAKE and ALERT 
to comprehend what is going on 
around us.

Luke  21 :34 -36  conta ins  
Yahweh’s admonition. “But TAKE 
HEED TO YOURSELVES, lest 
your hearts should be over-
charged with debauchery, and 
drunkenness, and cares of this 
life, and that day come on you 
suddenly as a snare: for so 
shall it come upon all them 
that dwell on the face of all 
the earth. BUT WATCH YOU 
AT EVERY SEASON, making 
supplication, that you may pre-
vail to ESCAPE all these things 
that shall come to pass, and to 
stand before the Son of man.”

The warning is clear: Yahshua 
the Messiah urges us to WAKE 
UP so that we may comprehend 
what is happening around us in 
the world. In 1 Thessalonians 
5, He tells us that the Day of 
Yahweh will come AS A THIEF 
IN THE NIGHT. When they are 
saying, “Peace and safety, then 
suddenly destruction comes 
upon them, as travail upon a 
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woman with child.” Paul tells us 
that we are sons of light and sons 
of the day—not sons of darkness, 
or sons of the night. He warns us 
to remain awake and be serious 
about our salvation.

“Take heed, watch and pray: 
for you know not when the time 
is. It is as when a man, sojourn-
ing in another country, having 
left his house, and given au-
thority to his servants, to each 
one his work, commanded also 
the porter to watch. WATCH 
THEREFORE: for you know not 
when the master of the house 
comes, whether at evening, or 
at midnight, or at cockcrowing, 
or in the morning; lest coming 
suddenly he should find you 
sleeping. And WHAT I SAY TO 
YOU I SAY TO ALL, WATCH.” 
(Mark 13:33-37).

Revelation 12 begins with the 
description of a great sign ap-
pearing in heaven—the woman 
(Israel). This woman bears Isra-
elite symbols. Consequently, as 
we read down through the pas-
sage, we notice that she brings 
forth a man-child, a son. This is 
not Yahshua the Messiah, but is 
the same man-child that Isaiah 
the prophet describes in Isaiah 
66:7-9. “Before she travailed, 
she brought forth; before her 
pain came, she was delivered 
of a manchild. Who has heard 
such a thing? Who has seen 
such things? Shall A LAND 
be born in one day? Shall A 
NATION be brought forth at 

once? For as soon as Zion tra-
vailed, she brought forth her 
children. Shall I bring to the 
birth, and not cause to bring 
forth? says Yahweh: Shall I 
that cause to bring forth shut 
the womb? says your Elohim.” 
The man-child described here 
is A NATION, which would BE 
THE NATION OF SPIRITUAL 
ISRAELITES, who are Yahshua’s 
True Assembly. They will assist 
Yahshua the Messiah in ruling 
Yahweh’s Kingdom, Revelation 
2:26-27. They will be given a rod 
of iron from Yahshua the Mes-
siah, just as He received from His 
Father Yahweh, Psalm 2:9.

Amos the Prophet warns us that 
when the trumpet is blown, the 
people should become ALERT to 
the things that are taking place 
in the end days. When the lion 
roars, people should FEAR and 
PREPARE their ark of safety.

Luke 2:8-12 describes the events 
that took place at Yahshua’s 
birth. The Angel of Yahweh, who 
announced the birth of the Mes-
siah to the shepherds, said, “This 
shall BE A SIGN TO YOU: you 
shall find the babe wrapped 
in swaddling clothes, lying in 
a manger.”

The antithesis of this prophecy 
may be found in Yahshua’s own 
words of Matthew 24. He explains, 
in contrast, when false messiahs 
and false prophets appear, showing 
great SIGNS AND WONDERS, it 
is to LEAD PEOPLE ASTRAY. 
Do not go after them when they 

say he is in the inner chambers, 
or in the desert. When the Mes-
siah came as a child, it was to 
fulfill the prophecy of Micah 5:2. 
Remember that Yahshua the Mes-
siah returns with the clouds of 
heaven, in a moment, as a flash 
of lightning, and every eye shall 
see Him, Revelation 1:7.

The sign, described by Isaiah 
the prophet in chapter 55:6-13, 
tells us that Yahweh’s thoughts 
and His ways are far above the 
perception of mankind. His word 
that goes forth out of his mouth 
will be fulfilled. It will not return 
void. Then, He indicates in the last 
clause at the end of the passage, 
“And it shall be to Yahweh for 
a name, for an EVERLASTING 
SIGN that shall not be cut off.” 
Yahweh’s prophecies are sure for-
ever and will be fulfilled.

King Nebuchadnezzar certainly 
learned this truth and said in 
Daniel 4:2-3, “It has seemed good 
to me to show the signs and 
wonders that the Most High 
Elah has worked toward me. 
HOW GREAT ARE HIS SIGNS! 
And HOW MIGHTY ARE HIS 
WONDERS! His kingdom is an 
everlasting kingdom, and his 
dominion is from generation 
to generation.” Yes, Yahweh’s 
signs are mighty, and His won-
ders toward humanity (even to 
the Gentile world) are beyond 
comprehension.

It is almost on a daily basis 
that we perceive various trends 
reported, which direct our atten-
tion toward the fulfillment of the 
prophecies for the end of the age.

We are reminded of the Hebrew 
term chetz (appearing 15 times in 
the book of Daniel), which means 
the absolute end, or the cut-off 
point. A Rabbinic commentary 
on this term (Strong’s Concor-
dance, #7093) says, “Sometimes 
prophecy moves into alignment, 
but people must be ready; however, 

For many years, we have been 
preaching that, at the end of the age, 

there will be a people prepared 
for the Second Coming of 

Yahshua the Messiah. 
THAT DAY IS DRAWING NEAR.
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there is an absolute end, when 
Yahweh finally calls a halt.” We 
are nearing the end time—the cut-
off point. Are we prepared for the 
end-time events which will soon 
be fulfilled—when the judgment 
from On High will fall upon this 
earth?

A Purchased, Prepared 
People Will Appear

Almighty Yahweh has revealed 
great things to us in these last 
days through the sound doctrines 
that are taught by the Assemblies 
of Yahweh. For many years, we 
have been preaching that, at the 
end of the age, there will be a 
people prepared for the Second 
Coming of Yahshua the Messiah. 
That day is drawing near. 

Just before the end of the age 
occurs, EliYah the prophet will 
appear, just as Malachi 4:5-6 
predicts. Yahshua the Messiah 
Himself said in regard to His first 
coming that, “And he answered 
and said, EliYah indeed comes, 
and shall restore all things: but 
I say to you, that EliYah is come 
already, and they knew him 
not, but did to him whatever 
they would. Even so shall the 
Son of man also suffer of them.
Then understood the disciples 
that he spoke to them of John 
the Baptist.” (Matthew 17:11-13).

John the Baptist served as the 
forerunner to announce Yahshua 
the Messiah’s first coming. The 
name JOHN in Hebrew is Yah‑
anan, which means the grace of 
Yahweh. The appearance of John 
the Baptist inaugurated the age of 
grace, and Yahshua the Messiah’s 
appearance, ministry, death, and 
resurrection brought this age into 
existence.

Yet, there will be another 
prophet, who will appear before 
the Second Coming of Yahshua the 
Messiah. He will also be coming 
in the power and spirit of EliYah. 

This is confirmed by the prophecy 
of Malachi 4. We see the reason 
Luke writes of the coming of John 
the Baptist in Luke 1:17, “And he 
shall go before his face in the 
spirit and power of EliYah, to 
turn the hearts of the fathers to 
the children, and the disobedi-
ent to walk in the wisdom of the 
just; to make ready for Yahweh 
a people prepared for him.”

However, there will be many 
anti-Messiahs coming in these last 
days, but, eventually, the many 
will all finally culminate in one 
individual. “Little children, it 
is the last hour: and as you 
heard that the anti-messiah 
comes, even now have there 
arisen many anti-messiahs; 
by which we know that it is 
the last hour. They went out 
from us, but they were not of 
us; for if they had been of us, 
they would have continued with 
us: but they went out, that they 
might be made manifest that 
they all were not of us. And 
you have an anointing from 
the Holy One, and you know 
all things. I have not written 
to you because you do not know 
the truth, but because you know 
it, and because no lie is of the 
truth. Who is the liar but he 
that denies that Yahshua is 

the Messiah? This is the anti-
messiah—he that denies the 
Father and the Son.” (1 John 
2:18-22).

These anti-Messiah individu-
als, that we currently perceive 
in the religious world, are speak-
ing against the Messiah and His 
message. Notice Judah 1:14-15: 
“And to these also Enoch, the 
seventh from Adam, proph-
esied, saying, Behold, Yahweh 
came with ten thousands of 
his holy ones, to EXECUTE 
JUDGMENT UPON ALL, and 
to CONVICT ALL THE LAW-
LESS OF ALL THEIR WORKS 
OF LAWLESSNESS which they 
have wickedly worked, and all 
the hard things which wicked 
sinners have spoken against 
him.”

Without a doubt, the anti-
Messiah figure of Revelation 13, 
and other prophecies, is alive at 
this time. He will be a religious 
figure. However, at the present 
time, on the world scene, we do 
not yet notice an individual who is 
fulfilling this description. However, 
it can happen very, very suddenly 
that he will appear!

A Rebuilt Temple in 
Jerusalem

Since the six-day war of June 
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1967, the Israelis and the Jewish 
people have believed that they 
were living in the time of the re-
building of the Jerusalem Temple, 
so that their Temple worship could 
be restored. However, through the 
actions of General Moshe Dayan 
and other so-called non-religious 
leaders in the Israeli government, 
the Muslim Waqf was allowed to 
regain control over the administra-
tion of the Temple Mount. They 
have stood in the way of rebuilding 
the Temple for the past 55 years, 
even to the point of not allowing 
an archaeological excavation of the 
Temple Mount by Israelis scholars.

Now Jewish authorities declare 
that they have a red heifer that 
is certified as being completely 
red. This red heifer is scheduled 
to be sacrificed on the Mount of 
Olives in just a few months, before 
the Passover. This is undoubtedly 
the reason why Hamas attacked 
Israel on October 7, 2023, nam-

ing the operation “Al-Aqsa Flood.” 
Masterminded by Mohammid Deif, 
the leader of the military wing 
of Hamas, he has been inciting 
and directing Hamas terror mis-
sions for decades. Founded in 
1987, Hamas is an off-shoot of 
the Muslim Brotherhood and is 
funded by Iran.

Hamas is an acronym of an 
Arabic phrase meaning “Islamic 
Resistance Movement.” In He-
brew, hamas means violence and 
in the Strong’s Concordance 
is #2555. It is found in the 10th 
verse of the book of Obadiah, 
“For the VIOLENCE DONE 
TO YOUR BROTHER JACOB, 
shame shall cover you, and 
you shall be cut off forever. 
In the day that you stood 
on the other side, in the day 
that strangers carried away 
his substance, and foreigners 
ENTERED INTO HIS GATES, 
and cast lots upon Jerusalem, 

even you were as one of them. 
But do not look on the day of 
your brother in the day of his 
disaster, and rejoice not over 
the children of Judah in the 
day of their destruction; nei-
ther speak proudly in the day 
of distress. ENTER NOT INTO 
THE GATE OF MY PEOPLE in 
the day of their calamity; yes, 
do not look on their affliction 
in the day of their calamity, 
neither lay hands on their 
substance in the day of their 
calamity. And stand not in the 
crossways to CUT OFF THOSE 
OF HIS THAT ESCAPE; AND 
DELIVER NOT UP THOSE OF 
HIS that remain in the day of 
distress.” (Obadiah 1:10-14).

Terror on the Sabbath
In the predawn hours of Sab-

bath, October 7, 2023, as the 

Continued on page 20.
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 What will immediately precede 
the return of the Savior to this 
earth?

 War. Read Psalm 2 to lay a good 
solid foundation. The kings (rul-
ers) of the earth in this passage 
are united against heavenly con-
stituted authority, but the nations 
will be subdued when Yahshua the 
Messiah returns. Notice especially 
that when the kings of the earth 
take counsel against the anointed 
of Yahweh, that Yahweh laughs 
them to scorn! As we notice in 
verse 8, Yahweh will give His Son, 
Yahshua the Messiah, rulership 
over the nations as His inheri-
tance. The most distant parts of 
the earth will be given to Him 
for a possession. This “gathering 
of the nations” will introduce the 
time of tribulation, great trouble, 
known also prophetically as the 

by Elder Jacob O. Meyer

“Day of Yahweh.” The final result, 
the action of His Son, is found in 
verse 9, “You shall break them 
with a rod of iron; You shall 
dash them in pieces like a pot-
ter’s vessel.”

It is clear from Zechariah 14:12 
that a great many people will 
gather unto Jerusalem just before 
the Messiah returns. This is also 
seen in verse 2. Yahweh Himself 
will fight against those nations 
and vanquish them.

After 6,000 years of allowing 
men to choose their own desti-
nies, Yahweh will take the reins 
of active government into His 
own hands. And in that day, His 
feet shall stand upon the Mount 

of Olives. This describes the ac-
tual return of the Messiah. As 
Yahweh’s Anointed King, He will 
destroy the nations that have 
massed to fight against Him at 
the battle of Armageddon.

There are 20 Scriptures in the 
Bible that discuss in depth “the 
Day of Yahweh.” Ten of these 
Scriptures reveal that when 
Yahweh reasserts His supreme 
authority over mankind it will 
be accompanied by a period of 
darkness. Neither the sun nor 
the moon will give light upon the 
earth. Five of these Scriptures 
indicate that a supernatural fire 
will burn up the wicked. Each 
of these 20 Scriptures show that 
destruction will come upon the 
wicked who gather themselves 
against Yahweh. You might wish 
to study these Scriptures yourself. 

A Kingdom 
on Earth, 

Or 
A Cloud in 
Heaven?
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The list is as follows: Isaiah 2:12, 
13:9; Ezekiel 13:5; Joel 1:15, 2:1, 
2:11, 3:14; Amos 5:18; Obadiah 
15; Zephaniah 1:7, 14; Malachi 
4:5; Ezekiel 30:3; Zechariah 14:1; 
1 Thessalonians 5:2; 2 Peter 3:10-
13; and Revelation 1:10. Notice 
especially the vivid description of 
the Day of Yahweh found in Isaiah 
13. Obviously these prophecies 
are applied to the last days at the 
close of man’s age.

As these nations gather against 
Jerusalem, and the Messiah re-
turns, we are told that the True 
Worshipers will rise to meet Him 
in the air, 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17. 
When He descends from heaven, 
and the final trump is blown, 
the dead in the Messiah (only 
those whose names are written 
in the Book of Life) shall rise 
first. Also, those righteous ones 
who are alive at that time will 
be caught up together with the 
resurrected righteous people of all 
ages, to meet the Messiah in the 
clouds and descend with Him to 
determine the final outcome of the 
battle of that Great Day of Yahweh 
Almighty when the rebellious na-
tions are destroyed. Yahshua and 
His righteous people will then 

descend upon the Mount of Olives. 
(Revelation 14:1 describes where 
the Messiah’s Body will stand in 
that day.)
You obviously don’t believe in a 
rapture. Could you explain your 
belief in more detail?

 Those who are in the first res-
urrection will be the firstfruits, 
they are the out-from-the-dead 
resurrection, as found in Philip-
pians 3:11. The King James 
Version translates: “If by any 
means I may attain to the res-
urrection out of the dead.” The 
Greek word translated of means 
out of, and should be better trans-
lated as the resurrection from the 
dead (ek nekron). This is a resur-
rection of some people out of, or 
away from, the remainder of the 
dead. Therefore, we must conclude 
that two distinct groups of people 
are indicated. A select group are 
resurrected out from the dead; 
then, later, the remainder of the 
people who are in the grave will 
be resurrected and judged. See 
Revelation 20:5. This Scripture 
in Philippians chapter 3 is not 
referring to a general resurrection 
from the state of death (Matthew 
25:31-46), but the resurrection of 

a specific group of dead people 
(Revelation 20:6).

To explain the concept of 
“meeting” the Messiah in the air  
(1 Thessalonians 4:16-17), one 
must consider Acts 28:15 where 
the same word, apantesis, is used 
to show a special concept. When a 
greatly respected person (royalty) 
was about to enter a city, the 
citizens of that town often left the 
town to meet him and escort him 
into the city. 

A welcoming group would travel 
several miles from the town, meet 
the respected person and enter 
the city with him in a joyful pro-
cession. This demonstrated their 
true hospitality. When Paul vis-
ited Rome, the brethren walked 
53 miles from the town to greet 
him. Such consideration clearly 
revealed the love and affection 
they had for him and, especially, 
their great respect. This same 
concept of apantesis is used for 
the Messiah’s second coming, to 
show that we will meet Him in 
the air and accompany Him back 
to begin His reign here on earth. 
Notice a similar incident that hap-
pened when the Messiah entered 
Jerusalem before His impalement. 
See Matthew 21:1-11.

After all of those armies of 
the nations, which have gathered 
against Jerusalem, are destroyed, 
the rule of Yahweh will administer 
the affairs of the whole earth. This 
is prophetically shown in Daniel 
2:35, where the great mountain 
filled the earth.

When will the great general res-
urrection and judgment occur? 
Will it happen immediately after 
the Messiah returns?

No. At this time there will be 
no general judgment of the dead. 
(This is shown later.) All living and 
previously dead humans will not 
be judged at this point. Scripture 
shows that millions of people will 
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still remain upon earth as humans 
when Yahshua returns. The saints 
will reign over them. Revelation 
20:4-5: “And I saw thrones, and 
they sat upon them, and judg-
ment was given to them: and I 
saw the souls of them that had 
been beheaded for the testimony 
of Yahshua, and for the word 
of Yahweh, and such as did not 
worship the beast, neither his 
image, and did not receive the 
mark upon their forehead and 
upon their hand; AND THEY 
LIVED, AND REIGNED WITH 
THE MESSIAH A THOUSAND 
YEARS. The rest of the dead 
lived not until the thousand 
years should be finished.”

The righteous, resurrected ones 
are ruling—but over whom? Over 
human beings, of course. These 
people on earth will fulfill the 
Scripture of Isaiah 65:20-24 (bear-
ing children, building, etc.). Some 
will also be acting as priests who 
will marry, conceive children, and 
even see their relatives die accord-
ing to Ezekiel 44:22-27. Yahweh’s 
saints will be ruling on the earth 
(Revelation 5:10), and the ideal 
society of Yahweh’s Kingdom will 
be established (Isaiah 11:1-10).

It is obvious from Luke 20:34-
36 that those who are resurrected 
from the dead and given ever-
lasting life will not be marrying, 
raising children, or dying. Those 
who have been resurrected will 
not be living in the same form 
as those remaining humans will 
be living. See Matthew 22:29-33.

Those that have been resur-
rected will reign with the Messiah, 
reigning over these earthly people 
for this 1,000-year millennial 
period.

In Ezekiel 48 is described the 
land that lies around the Temple 
area. This area is restricted for the 
righteous, and, especially, it will 
serve as dwellings for the priests 
who serve in the temple. Portrayed 

here is the camp of the saints that 
is described in Revelation 20:9.
This, then, will be the prophesied 
time of the ruling Messiah, cor-
rect?

Yes. During the time of the 
reign of the Messiah upon earth, 
He will be known as “Messiah Ben 
David,” while previously He was 
known as “Messiah Ben Joseph,” 
Luke 3:23 and Luke 4:22. Even the 
Jews recognized the two Messiahs. 
The man we knew as Yahshua 
the Messiah, the son of Joseph, 
was the suffering Messiah found 
prophesied in Isaiah 53. He came 
and died for the sins of mankind, 
to demonstrate to them their need 
for a perfect sacrifice and reliance 
upon the Spirit of Yahweh.

During Yahshua’s time, the 
Jews had ritualized the Law to 
the point where it had become 
meaningless and void, Matthew 
15:3. The Messiah came and re-
stored its true meaning—that of 
love and service to our fellow men. 
He came as our Savior, and this 
concept was incorporated into His 
Name—Yahshua (Yahweh is salva-
tion). However, He will be given a 
new Name at His Second Coming 
(Revelation 2:17, Revelation 3:12, 
and Jeremiah 23:6). His Name 
then will be Yahzidkenu (Yahweh 
our Righteousness), which would 
refer to His position as the son 
of David, the righteous King. See 
also Jeremiah 33:15. He will no 
longer be our suffering Savior, 
but He will be a ruling Monarch. 
He will no longer need to act as 
intercessor between Yahweh and 
His people, since the righteous 
people of this age will have already 
received their inheritance.
What is the significance of this 
Kingdom? Where do you get the 
idea of 6,000 years of man and 
1,000 years of Messiah?

Throughout the Bible, time is 
continually broken into periods 

of seven. Of each seven, the first 
six periods belong to man and the 
last period, the seventh, is always 
hallowed (reserved) to Yahweh. 
For example, each week has seven 
days; six are for man’s work, while 
the seventh is a period of rest, hal-
lowed to Yahweh. The farmers are 
allowed six years for planting and 
harvesting their property, while 
the seventh is a period of rest (a 
shemittah), in which the land is 
dedicated to Yahweh. These seven 
sabbatical cycles are combined into 
seven sabbatical rests to determine 
the Jubilee (50th) year.

It is interesting to note that 
within several hundred years of 
the death of the Messiah, Justin 
Martyr was already discussing 
the concept of 6,000 years of 
man, related to the 1,000 years of 
Yahweh’s rest. He was a scholar 
who was personally acquainted 
with the students and associates 
of the Apostles! Historically, the 
1,000-year Messianic reign of Rev-
elation 19 has been understood to 
be fulfilled literally. We are now 
rapidly approaching the time 
where the 6,000 years of man are 
coming to an end. It is interesting 
to note that the 6,000-year end of 
the age of man coincides with the 
70th Jubilee trumpet. After the 
six days of work, or the six years 
of harvest, we are now approach-
ing a figurative year of rest and 
renewal for this earth.

Some people are concerned that 
the world has now passed the 
year 2000 without the return of 
the Messiah. However, we must 
consider the Hebrew term qetz, 
used 15 times in the book of Daniel 
(always translated end). Please 
note the Hebrew Dictionary of 
Strong’s Exhaustive Concor-
dance. It is #7093, and it means 
an extremity, from #7112, qatzatz, 
a prime root meaning to chop off. 
As one commentator explained, 
“Sometimes prophecy moves into 
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alignment, but people must be 
ready. But there is an absolute 
end, when Yahweh calls a halt.” 
Yahweh is patient and has allowed 
extra time for the world to repent. 
Please see 2 Peter 3:8-13.

Does not the parable of the sort-
ing of the sheep and goats clearly 
show that, when the Messiah 
returns, all nations and people 
will be gathered and sorted?

When considering the Scrip-
ture in Matthew 25:31-46, we are 
assured that all nations were gath-
ered for judgment. The righteous 
were the only ones who were first 
resurrected. Remember, there are 
still physical men, living men, on 
earth. All mankind is gathered for 
judgment at the end of the Millen-
nium—not the beginning. There 
are obviously two resurrections, 
with a thousand-year period of 
peace separating them. Revela-
tion 14:4 must be considered, in 
which the first who are resurrected 
are considered the firstfruits. In  
2 Thessalonians 4:16, only the 
dead in Messiah are raised. In 
Daniel 12:1-2 we observe that only 
those people who are recorded in 
the book will be delivered at the 
end of man’s age. “And at that 
time shall Michael stand up, 
the great prince who stands 
over the children of your peo-
ple; and there shall be a time 
of trouble, such as never was 
since there was a nation even 
to the same time: and at that 
time your people shall be de-
livered, every one that shall 
be found written in the book. 
And many of them that sleep 
in the dust of the earth shall 
awake, some to everlasting life, 
and some to shame and ever-
lasting contempt.” This literally 
shows that those who are first to 
be awakened go into everlasting 
life, and those who are left to 
sleep are destined to shame and 

everlasting contempt. Contempt 
literally means a thrusting away, 
which will happen at a later time. 
In John 6, we see repeatedly that 
the Messiah, at His return, will 
resurrect those who are drawn 
of Yahweh. When He returns, 
He will not resurrect everyone 
who ever died. At the “Day of 
Yahweh,” when destruction is 
poured out upon the wicked, He 
will raise those who believed on 
Him, John 6:4. In verse 44, it is 
obvious that only those drawn to 
Father Yahweh will be raised by 
the Messiah. See also Revelation 
20:14 for the timeline revealing the 
two judgments. This concept also 
appears in 1 Corinthians 15:20-25.

What about Lazarus and the 
people who were raised when 
the Messiah was resurrected? 
Wasn’t this the first resurrection?

 Although Lazarus was brought 
back from the dead, he was not 
given a spirit body when the Mes-
siah raised him.

Those saints in Matthew 
27:52-53 were brought back to 
life (resurrected), but were not 
changed. In 1 Corinthians 15:25 
we see that the Messiah must 
reign until all enemies are put 
under His feet. As we find in 
Revelation 20, Satan and death 
are not destroyed UNTIL THE 
END OF THE THOUSAND-YEAR 
(MILLENNIAL) PERIOD. The 
last death is to be the death of 
Satan. This is the last enemy of 
Yahweh that will be destroyed.  
1 Corinthians 15 does not say 
that when He returns all the dead 
will be raised and death will be 
destroyed immediately.

“But shun profane babblings: 
for they will proceed further 
in lawlessness, and their word 
will eat as gangrene does: of 
whom is Hymeneus and Phi-
letus; men who concerning 
the truth have erred, saying 

that the resurrection is past 
already, and overthrow the 
faith of some. However, the firm 
foundation of Yahweh stands, 
having this seal, Yahweh knows 
them that are his: and, Let 
everyone that names the name 
of Yahweh depart from unrigh-
teousness.” (2 Timothy 2:16-19).

How can mankind still live on 
earth? I thought that flesh and 
blood cannot be in the Kingdom. 
Are these verses about the 1,000 
years really meant to be literal? 
Please explain why you believe 
that this future period of everlast-
ing peace (eternity) is prefaced 
by a 1,000-year period.

 In 1 Corinthians 15:50, we are 
told that flesh and blood cannot 
inherit the Kingdom of Yahweh. 
The people who live on earth in 
no way inherit the Kingdom. They 
are the subjects of the Kingdom, 
the family of Yahweh. What does 
the word inherit mean? The only 
persons who can inherit a king-
dom are the reigning prince, or 
those who are in succession to 
the throne. The carnal people on 
earth are not in the line of suc-
cession for the throne as children 
of the King, they are only subjects 
of this kingdom. The kingdom is 
actually inherited by those who 
are referred to in Revelation 20:4. 
We must expect a period of a 1000-
year peace for mankind on this 
earth; there are too many Scrip-
tures in the Bible that promise it.

A candid picture of what will 
happen at the end of the 1,000 
years is found in Revelation 20:5-
6. “The rest of the dead lived 
not until the thousand years 
should be finished. This is the 
first resurrection….” There is no 
passage in the Bible that conflicts 
with this, and there is no reason 
to believe that this is not a literal 
statement.

If there is no 1,000-year King-
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dom ruling over physical men on 
earth, then there will be no more 
death and pain (Revelation 21:4). 
However, we have already seen 
that great multitudes will die by 
fire at the end of the Millennium, 
during the second Gog and Magog 
revolt, Revelation 20:7-10. Also, in 
Ezekiel 44:22-27, the priests will 
see some of their families die. This 
cannot occur during eternity after 
the Millennium ends.

When understanding prophecy 
in this way there are no discrepan-
cies in Scripture. We do not have 
to say that “some of these verses 
are not literal.” Comparing Rev-
elation 21:2 with Isaiah 65:18-25, 
there is a difference in times. The 
name of the city is not the same. 
The one is Jerusalem that now is 
and the other is the new Jerusa-
lem coming down from Yahweh. 
Therefore, this future time must 
be divided! Scripture explains it as 
a 1,000-year millennial Kingdom 
followed by an endless future. It 
is not the same city.

In verse 7, we see that at the 
end of the 1,000 years Satan is 
again loosed from his prison to de-
ceive the nations. They will gather 
in an attempt to destroy the camp 
of the saints of Yahweh. At this 
point, fire comes down and devours 
them. The Adversary is destroyed, 
crushed out of existence forever. 
Only at this time does the great 
white-throne judgment occur. It 
is only after the thousand years 
that all of the dead are raised for 
judgment according to their works, 
verse 12. See also John 5:22-29.

The Temple is the focal point 
of religious activities in Ezekiel 
40-48. NO Temple can be found 
in Revelation 21:22.

Of fspr ing (children) and 
marriage during the Kingdom 
cannot be reconciled unless you 
understand a thousand-year mil-
lennial reign. Isaiah 65:20 should 
be translated from the Hebrew 

just as it is found in the King 
James Version, or The Sacred 
Scriptures, Bethel Edition, Bible. 
It is a literal statement, show-
ing that there will be children in 
this Kingdom. Also, there will be 
building and construction during 
this time.

Zechariah 14:8 and Ezekiel 
40-48 are literal statements about 
the body of water. The water from 
beneath the throne flows into the 
ocean and fish are taken from it. 
This is, of course, a literal sea 
and must be interpreted as such, 
because the land actually borders 
on and is limited by this ocean.

Zechariah 14:17-18 refers to a 
period when there will be physi-
cal people coming to the Temple 
of Yahweh in Jerusalem for wor-
ship on the feast days. It literally 
means exactly what it says—that 
there will be a time when Yahshua 
will reign in Jerusalem as the 
ruling King over the whole earth. 
They will be commanded to appear 
on the feast days as they were 
originally commanded in the Law 
of Yahweh, or the punishment of 
famine will fall upon them. If there 
is no 1,000 year kingdom, then the 
people wouldn’t feel pain from this 
judgment, according to Revelation 
21:4. However, the fleshly people 
will indeed feel pain and suffer 

when there is a famine.
By not accepting the one, single, 

literal statement of the thousand-
year reign, eight other events in 
the Bible must be called figura-
tive: 1. The ocean; 2. The temple;  
3. The name of the city; 4. The 
death of people; 5. Sin in this 
kingdom; 6. Pain; 7. Children; and 
8. Wives and marriage. It is far 
easier to accept the literal state-
ment found in Revelation than 
to explain away these obvious 
discrepancies. Then, the entire 
Bible will harmonize from Genesis 
to Revelation.

Now I’m confused. What shall 
I do?

 Accept the meaning of the word 
Revelation as an unveiling, or 
uncovering. This is literally a rev-
elation, a making clear of things 
that were not understood in the 
past. Using this book, you should 
now take all of the Scriptures with 
which you have had difficulty in 
the past and study them carefully. 
See how they fit perfectly into this 
Kingdom message. Completely 
restudy the subject, and see for 
yourself how well the pieces of 
the puzzle fit together.

If, after your study, any of the 
passages seem to conflict with the 
new understanding you have of the 
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Keys to Knowledge

What is Yahshua’s 
message in this story? 

You can find out by 
reading this article! 
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Continued from page 14.

Jews were celebrating Simchah 
Torah, Hamas attacked Israel 
with vicious ferocity.  Breaching 
the security fence with explosives 
and heavy equipment, the Hamas 
terrorists poured into Israel, 
killing more than 1,400. They 
attacked kibbutzim all along the 
Gaza border, killing and executing 
all they could find, from babies to 
the elderly, some of them Holo-
caust survivors. In true Holocaust 
fashion, they burned the homes 
of those that they killed, some 
even being burned alive. They 
also kidnapped more than 200 
adults, children, and babies and 
took them back to Gaza. This ter-
ror attack was nearly to the day 
of the 50th anniversary of the Yom 
Kippur War of October 6, 1973. 

“For Gaza shall be forsaken, 
and Ashkelon a desolation; 
they shall drive out Ashdod 
at noonday, and Ekron shall 
be rooted up. Woe to the in-
habitants of the sea-coast, the 
nation of the Cherethites! The 
word of Yahweh is against 
you, O Canaan, the land of the 
Philistines; I will destroy you, 
that there shall be no inhab-
itant. And the sea-coast shall 
be pastures, with cottages for 
shepherds and folds for flocks. 
AND THE COAST SHALL BE 
FOR THE REMNANT OF THE 
HOUSE OF JUDAH; they shall 
feed their flocks upon them; in 
the houses of Ashkelon shall 
they lie down in the evening; 
for Yahweh their Elohim will 
visit them, and BRING BACK 
THEIR CAPTIVITY.” (Zephaniah 
2:4-7). 

Almighty Yahweh gave Israel 

the Promised Land. It was to be 
the homeland for the descendents 
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. It 
was not to be given to the descen-
dents of Ishmael. Remember the 
prophecy for Ishmael. “And he 
shall be as a wild ass among 
men; his hand shall be against 
every man, and every man’s 
hand against him; and he 
shall dwell over against all 
his brethren.” (Genesis 16:12). 

A very great tragedy occurred 
in 2005 when Prime Minister 
Ariel Sharon of Israel began a 
unilateral withdrawal from Gaza 
without any treaty or concessions 
from the Arabs. There were be-
tween 8,000 and 10,000 Jewish 
inhabitants living in Gaza. Many 
of these Jews were occupied in 
raising greenhouse vegetables and 
flowers. They had established com-
munities, built synagogues, and 
buried their dead in Gaza. Yet, 
Prime Minister Sharon stressed 
that he could not defend the Jews 
of Gaza, as they had done for 40 
years.

Nothing but turmoil has result-
ed from Israel’s Gaza withdrawal. 
It has been another step in the 
fulfillment of end-time prophecy. 
Peace cannot result without a 
change of heart—and Palestinian 
hearts cannot be changed until 
the Messiah returns. 

Yet pro-Palestinian rallies 
have been organized all over the 
world—even here in the United 
States—where someone was seen 
waving a swastika flag. At the 
Sydney Opera House, in Sydney, 
Australia, the protesters shouted 
“Gas the Jews!” Similar rhetoric 
was used throughout the European 
pro-Palestinian rallies. It is amaz-
ing how anti-Semitic this world 
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Kingdom, please write to us, and 
we will explain how they fit into 
the complete pattern. Be careful to 
differentiate the two resurrections, 
and the two wars predating and 
punctuating this thousand-year 
reign of the Messiah. One war is 
actually fought in this present age, 
when the armies are destroyed 
when Yahshua descends. The 
second battle is never fully com-
menced, because the armies are 
destroyed by fire as soon as they 
assemble at Jerusalem to fight 
the camp of the saints. Be sure 
you also realize that there will 
be people on this earth during 
the Kingdom, and that they will 
be ruled over by an elect group of 
people being selected now.

It’s truly inspiring to know 
that the promises of extended 
peace on earth that were given to 
mankind will finally be realized 
just as we read in Isaiah 65:22 
“As the days of a tree shall be 
the days of my people.” Notice 
in Genesis 5 the long lives of the 
descendants of Adam until the 
flood. Only through sin and the 
changes in weather and climate 
resulting from the flood (caused 
by sin) has the expected lifespan 
of humans been changed. Oth-
erwise, we would still be living 
as long as trees, or upwards to a 
thousand years (like olive trees 
or sequoias). We can expect this 
promise to be fulfilled soon. It 
will be truly inspiring to perceive 
a completely restored Eden put 
back into existence. Mankind will 
be given a second chance to follow 
Yahweh, but he must repent and 
be converted. Are you doing your 
utmost to live for Him today? Re-
member, Proverbs 11:31 informs 
us that the actions of humankind 
are limited to the earth, not the 
heavens. “Behold, the righteous 
shall be recompensed in the 
earth: How much more the 
wicked and the sinner!” 
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has become! For three quarters 
of a century, Jews have stated: 
“Never forget!” Yet, today, we see 
a stunning increase in anti-Sem-
itism throughout the world. The 
world has forgotten the horrors of 
the Holocaust and desires to finish 
Hitler’s annihilation of Jews in a 
modern-day Final Solution.

Will this Hamas-Israeli war 
draw other terrorist organizations 
such as Hezbollah into battle?  
Will the nations that surround 
Israel attack as they did 50 years 
ago in the Yom Kippur War of 
1973? In response to this conflict, 
the United States Navy, as well 
as the British Navy, sent ships to 
the Mediterranean coast of Israel. 
Iran threatens to join the battle, 
even though they have been the 
supplier of military weaponry to 
both Hamas and Hezbollah. Iran 
also is said to have completed 
their preparations for a nuclear 
weapon. Will this conflict explode 
into the limited nuclear war that 
is prophesied to occur in these end 
times? “And the house of Jacob 
shall be a fire, and the house of 
Joseph a flame, and the house 
of Esau for stubble, and they 
shall burn among them, and 
devour them; and there shall 
not be any remaining to the 
house of Esau; for Yahweh has 
spoken it.” (Obadiah 18).

Prophetic Events  
Around the World

Yahshua the Messiah makes 
various general predictions in 
His Olivet Prophecy for the end 
of the age, Matthew 24:5-10. First 
are those who will come in His 
Name, saying he is the Messiah, 
and will lead many astray. This 
prophecy has been fulfilled in our 

lifetime! Then, the Saints will hear 
of wars and rumors of wars, but 
we cannot be troubled. The end 
of the age will have nation ris-
ing against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom, and military 
conflict in many different areas of 
the world. There will be a time of 
great conflict. These end-time wars 
will be accompanied by famines 
and earthquakes in various places. 
According to Jeremiah 14, a great 
drought will occur in the last days, 
leading up to worldwide famine, 
and, then, a severe persecution of 
the saints will erupt. Since many 
false prophets shall arise and lead 
many astray, lawlessness will be 
multiplied, and the love of the 
many [people] shall grow cold. 
However, all who endure to the 
end (in maintaining their faith) 
shall be saved.

The last, great, end-time, gen-
eral prophecy is that these glad 
tidings of the kingdom of Yahweh, 
that Yahshua the Messiah Him-
self preached, shall be preached 
to the end of the world for a tes-
timony, and, then, the end will 
finally come. Yahshua the Mes-
siah preached the Kingdom of 
Yahweh. Notice Mark 1:14-15. 
“Now after John was delivered 
up, Yahshua came into Galilee, 
preaching the good tidings of 
Yahweh, and saying, The time 
is fulfilled, and the kingdom of 
Yahweh is at hand: repent, and 
believe in the good tidings.” 

Further, a worldwide economic 
collapse will occur. We are already 
noticing signs of such an impend-
ing economic collapse appearing in 
the foreseeable future. The world 
has been balancing its economic 
system on the United States dol-
lar since the end of World War II. 

Sadly though, the United States 
today has become the biggest 
debtor nation ever on earth!

Doom Turns  
to Hope

Almighty Yahweh sets forth a 
pertinent prophecy in Jeremiah 
31. From verse 15, and onward, a 
voice of lamentation and weeping 
is heard in Ramah, Rachel weep-
ing for her children, because she 
has no children. “In this manner 
says Yahweh: Refrain your voice 
from weeping, and your eyes 
from tears; for your work shall 
be rewarded, says Yahweh; and 
they shall come again from the 
land of the enemy. And THERE 
IS HOPE FOR YOUR LATTER 
END, says Yahweh; and your 
children shall come again to 
their own border.” (Jeremiah 
31:16-17).

We see much sinfulness and 
doom in our world today; never-
theless, the Word of Yahweh gives 
us hope for the future. Someday 
soon, Almighty Yahweh will send 
Yahshua the Messiah back to this 
earth to establish His Kingdom. 
Then doom will turn to hope!

Will you be there to enjoy  
Yahweh’s coming Kingdom on 
earth? The narrow pathway 
Yahshua outlined in Matthew 7:14 
will lead True Worshipers into the 
Kingdom of Yahweh; however, we 
must begin to live the Kingdom 
way of life RIGHT NOW. Are you 
preparing to meet Yahshua in the 
air when he returns? Then, turn 
away from Laodiceanism, liberal-
ism, sin, and worldliness. Turn 
towards serving Almighty Yahweh 
and begin living the Kingdom 
way of life today! You will never 
regret it! 
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